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Introduction 
The City of Oakland Park is a well-established community in eastern Broward County. It contains a mix 
of residential neighborhoods, commercial and retail areas, as well as industrial/warehouse districts. 
Along with many older Cities in South Florida, Oakland Park is looking to re-invest in its aging 
infrastructure, expand its parks and recreation opportunities, and offer improved neighborhood services 
to re-invigorate the City. One of these efforts is the Proud Oakland Park initiative, or P.O.P and POP 
Too. This document is a tool to improve community appearance and to promote the development of a 
livable, walkable and sustainable community.  

Statement of Intent 
These standards replace the existing Landscape code and are adopted within the City Code of 
Ordinances by reference. These standards apply to all areas of the City. This document: 

 consolidates scattered code sections to provide easier review 
 provides consistency throughout codes sections 
 modernizes the code criteria 
 promotes the use of native and Florida Friendly plant materials 
 promotes the use of low maintenance plant materials 
 establishes ‘Branding’ standards for the entire City to improve community appearance 
 provides needed flexibility 

 

Goals and Objectives 
Goals 

 To use Florida-Friendly Landscaping principles to reduce water consumption. 
 To expand the use of native species. 
 To the use of appropriate landscape plants and sound landscape design as an integral part 

of the site and architectural design of our community. 
 To reduce maintenance through the use of plant species that do not require an excessive 

amount of pruning, trimming, or shearing in order to be maintained at a desirable size within 
the landscape area.  

 To promote the planting of more shade trees, primarily as street trees and in parking lots 
where appropriate. 

 To encourage the planting of more native South Florida Slash Pine trees in order to re-
establish the trees as a distinctive element in the landscape fabric of the City of Oakland 
Park. 

 To support Community Wildlife Habitat. 
 To preserve existing specimen trees, native vegetation (including canopy, understory, and 

ground cover) to the maximum extent possible. 
 To preserve existing historic and environmentally significant trees. 
 To make the City of Oakland Park more walkable.  
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Objectives 
 Through landscape design, enhance architectural features, relate building design to the site, 

visually screen dissimilar uses and unsightly views, reduce noise impacts from major 
roadways and incompatible uses, strengthen important vistas, and reinforce neighborhood 
design and character. 

 Landscape designs shall require an emphasis on the use of drought tolerant species, and 
plants with similar water requirements shall be grouped together to reduce the amount of 
water necessary for irrigation.  

 Landscape designs shall require the use of native plant species to reestablish an aesthetic 
local quality, and highlight the diversity of native plant species and environmental ecosystems 
found in the City of Oakland Park.  

 Where feasible, landscape designs shall incorporate native South Florida Slash Pines into 
the landscape plans to reestablish this species.  

 Street trees shall be required to shade roadways and provide aesthetic qualities to our 
neighborhoods. 

 Plant species appropriate to the particular site conditions shall be used. An emphasis shall 
be placed on plant species that require less maintenance and trimming. Special attention 
shall be given to the use of appropriate species under, or over, utility lines, and near native 
plant communities. Adequate growth area, above and below ground, shall be provided for all 
plant material. 

 Landscaping shall be designed in such a way as to provide safe unobstructed views at 
intersections and driveways. 

 Landscape design shall recognize and preserve historic and environmentally significant trees 
and landscape features as designated by local, state or federal agencies.  

 Landscape designs shall include sidewalks as part of any new project when feasible. 
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SECTION 1: Landscaping Requirements 
The objective of this section is to improve the appearance of certain setback and yard areas, including 
off-street vehicular parking and open lot sales and service areas, to protect and preserve the 
appearance, character, and value of the surrounding neighborhoods and thereby promote the general 
welfare by providing for installation and maintenance of landscaping and screening aesthetic qualities. 
This Section identifies development types, the general and specific standards for each, and provides 
example graphics demonstrating compliance. 
 

A. General Standards for All Districts 
 
1. Applicability 

a. The development Standards of Section 1 shall apply to all new construction and shall also 
apply to developed parcels when an addition or remodeling:  
i.  Increases the gross floor area of the structure by twenty-five (25) percent or more; or  
ii. The cost of which exceeds twenty-five (25) percent of the assessed value of the structure. 

 
b. Any lot which is nonconforming shall be brought into conformity with the minimum 

requirements of this section upon occurrence of any of the following conditions:  
i. When a vehicular use area is expanded or enlarged by additional paving resulting in an 

increase of twenty-five (25) percent or more of the existing vehicular use area square 
footage; or  

ii. When there is an addition which increases the area of all existing buildings on the property 
by more than twenty-five (25) percent gross floor area.  

iii. When a change of use, as defined in the Land Development Code, involves more than 
twenty-five (25) percent of the gross floor area of the building or buildings on the property.  

 
2. Plans 

Landscape plans shall be submitted to the City as part of the site development plan review and 
must be signed and sealed by a registered landscape architect, licensed to practice in the State 
of Florida. All landscape plans shall contain in a grid format a plant list or landscape legend 
containing the following information: 1) key to legend; 2) both common and botanical names of 
all plant material species; 3) quantities for all plant material species; 4) size and specifications; 
and 5) minimum spread, minimum four-foot clear trunk and caliper for all trees. All landscape 
architects shall provide a statement indicating the availability of all proposed plant materials 
shown on submitted landscape plans. See article XII of the Land Development Code. 
 

3. Plant Material 
a. All plants must be Florida #1 or better, in accordance with the most current edition of the 

“Grades and Standards of Nursery Plants” published by the Division of Plant Industry, Florida 
Department of Agriculture. 

b. Minimum height for trees shall be eight (8) feet in height for small species, ten (10) feet 
in height for medium and large species, and for palms a minimum of eight (8) foot clear 
trunk at time of planting. 
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c. All trees shall have a minimum six-foot spread and a minimum caliper of one and a half (1-

1/2) inches. 
 

d. All tree species will ultimately attain a spread of twenty (20) feet or more. In the event that 
palms are used that will not attain a twenty-foot spread, they shall be planted in groups of 
three (3) with at least eight (8) feet of clear wood per each tree. Their staggered heights 
shall be at least ten (10), twelve (12) and fourteen (14) feet with the average height used for 
the above percentage calculation. Such groups of palms shall be counted as one (1) tree. 
 

e. Minimum of 50% of plant species selected for a project shall be native and a minimum 
of no less than three different (3) species shall be used. 
 

f. Minimum of 40% of total shrub and ground cover materials on a project shall be native. 
 

g. Minimum of 50% of total trees on a project shall be native. The planning and zoning 
division shall maintain a list of recommended tree and shrub species, including native or 
Florida-Friendly species. The Planning and Zoning Department shall review and update the 
list no less than every five (5) years. 
 

h. Minimum height for required hedges shall be two (2) feet. 

i. Maximum spacing for required hedges shall be two (2) feet on center. 
 

j. All ground cover shall be planted with a minimum of seventy-five (75) percent coverage with 
one hundred (100) percent coverage occurring within six (6) months of installation. 
 

k. All planting beds shall be mulched. Mulch shall be organic material; however, Cypress mulch 
is not allowed in the City.  
i. Mulch shall be placed a minimum three (3) inch depth on planting beds. 
ii. Mulch shall be placed a maximum of one (1) inch depth on top of root balls. 
iii. Mulch shall be a minimum of six (6) inches away from a tree trunk. 
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4. Irrigation 

a. All landscaped areas must have an automatic underground irrigation system which is 
designed to provide a minimum of 100% coverage with a 50% overlap.  A lower level of 
coverage may be considered in those areas where all plant materials are native or Florida 
Friendly. 

b. Irrigation systems shall be designed so that lawn or turf areas, and other high water demand 
plants, are on separate zones and schedules than zones irrigating trees, shrubs and other 
low water demand plants.  

 
c. Irrigation systems shall not overspray onto roadways, driveways, or sidewalks, or unto 

building windows or doors. 
 
d. A non-potable water source must be used, if available. 
 
e. All irrigation systems shall be equipped with a rain sensing device.  
 
f.  Bubblers shall be installed at all new tree installations on commercial and multi-family 

properties. 
 

5. Maintenance Requirements 
a. All landscape areas shall be maintained in a healthy growing condition. 



 
 

7 | P a g e  

Landscape and Streetscape Design Standards 2016 

 

b. All landscape areas shall be maintained free of refuse and debris. 
 

c. The owner, tenant, and their agent, if any, shall jointly and severally be responsible for 
maintenance.  

 
d. Maintenance shall include watering, weeding, mowing, fertilization, insect and disease 

control, mulching, pruning, removal and replacement of dead or diseased trees and shrubs, 
and removal of refuse and debris at all times. 

 
e. Regular mowing of lawn so as to maintain grass at least no higher than six (6) inches. 
 
f. All planting beds shall be mulched. Cypress Mulch is not allowed in the City.  
 
g. Trees, branches, palm fronds, vines, bushes and any other vegetative matter shall be 

maintained and trimmed so that no tree branches, palm fronds, vines, bushes or other 
vegetative matter shall be situated at a point any closer than six (6) feet to any overhead 
electric utility facilities. 

 
h. Trees, branches, palm fronds, vines, bushes and any other vegetative matter shall be 

maintained and trimmed so that no tree branches, palm fronds, vines, bushes or other 
vegetative matter shall obstruct passage on a public sidewalk or roadway. 

 
i. Trees, branches, palm fronds, vines, bushes and any other vegetative matter shall be 

maintained so as not to block the view of any street sign or traffic regulation sign on 
public roadways. 

 
j. In circumstances where existing tree roots are causing or potentially causing a trip hazard 

because of lifting of some portions of a public sidewalk, root barriers shall be installed. If the 
sidewalk should need to be replaced, the use of structural soils and/or in conjunction 
with root barriers were trees are present is recommended. 

 
k. Removal of root systems which show evidence of destroying public or private property is 

required. Root barriers of appropriate depth shall be utilized in lieu of removal where 
upheavals do not create safety problems or structural damage to buildings. 

 
l. The owner, tenant, and their agent, if any, shall jointly and severally be responsible for 

watering landscape materials by means of an automatic sprinkler system providing one-
hundred (100) percent coverage, which shall be appropriately reflected on the landscape 
plans. 

 
6. Permit and Inspection Requirement 

a. A tree removal permit must be obtained from the City of Oakland Park prior to removing or 
relocating any protected tree or palm. A protected tree is any tree not listed on the 
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“Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council” current list of category 1 species and any plant not 
on the Noxious Weed list established by the State of Florida Department of Agriculture 
and adopted in the Florida Administrative Code. 

 
b. Plumbing permit shall be obtained from the City prior to the installation of an irrigation 

system. 
 
c. A Landscape permit is required for all landscape installations specified in Section 1 

of this document with the exception of existing single family homes or duplex units 
that are not a part of a planned community on individual lots. Planned residential 
development must obtain a landscape permit for the individual lots, and a separate 
permit for the common areas including the street trees. 

 
d. No trees or other plant material may be planted in public right of ways without a permit 

from the City. 
 
e. The Landscape Architect of record shall provide a certification letter to the City 

certifying that the landscaping was installed according to the approved plans and 
specifications before the City’s Landscape inspector makes a final inspection for all 
non-residential and planned community residential projects.  

 
7. Prohibitions 

a. “Hat-racking” or trimming more than 50% of the foliage from a tree, or creating numerous 
branch stubs more than three (3) inches in diameter is prohibited. 

 
b. Cypress mulch is not allowed in the City. 
 
c. Ficus Benjamina is not allowed to be installed as required hedge material. 
 
d. No individual shall refuse to permit a utility or its designee ingress or egress to and from 

property for the purpose of pruning, trimming, maintaining or removing vegetation that may 
interfere with the delivery of electric service. 

 
e. Any species that are listed as Category 1 species on the most current ‘Florida Exotic 

Pest Plant Council” list are prohibited to be planted in the City. 
 

8. Offsets  
Any tree and/or palm planted after the effective date of this subsection shall comply with the 
following offsets.  

a. Overhead Utilities 
The distance from an overhead utility line is the determining factor in what size tree should 
be planted, or if a tree can be planted.  The following distances apply: 
i. Only trees that grow to a height of 20’ or less may be planted under overhead utility lines.  



 
 

9 | P a g e  

Landscape and Streetscape Design Standards 2016 

ii. Trees and palms that grow to 20’ to 30’ in height at maturity shall be planted at least 20 
feet away. 

iii. Trees and palms that grow to over 30’ in height at maturity shall be planted at least 30 
feet away from overhead utility lines.  

 
b. Underground Utilities 

i. All trees and palms shall be planted at least five (5) feet away from any underground 
utility line. 

ii. All trees and palms shall be planted at least five (5) feet from any other buried utility 
lines. 

iii. All trees and palms shall be planted at least seven and a half (7.5) feet away from 
any fire hydrant. 

iv. All trees and palms shall be planted at least five (5) feet away from any storm sewer 
catch basins.  

v. When a six (6) foot setback from any underground public infrastructure is not feasible, 
root barriers shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions when 
medium or large species of shade trees are planted.  

 
c. Roadways and Sidewalks 

i. Trees and palms planted on major arterial roadways must follow the standards set 
forth by F.D.O.T. or Broward County. Generally where there is a 6” high raised curb 
located between the roadway and the tree, the tree shall be planted a minimum four 
(4) feet from the face of the curb, or a minimum of six (6) feet from the edge of the 
closest travel lane (I.E. the centerline of the stripe on the edge of pavement). Where 
there is no curbing present and there is just a grassy swale area, the setback from 
the edge of the closest travel lane is generally a minimum of six (6) fourteen (14) 
feet to the nearest tree, but this is subject to the specific configuration of the swale 
and utility placement and will be reviewed by the City Engineering Department. The 
governing agency of each roadway must be consulted for the exact setback 
distance that shall be required. 

ii. On City owned and maintained collector roads the offset may be reduced to 10 feet, 
or even 8 feet, or less, on some local residential streets, but this is subject to the 
specific configuration of the swale and utility placement and will be reviewed by 
the City Engineering Department.  

iii. Trees and palms shall be planted a minimum of three (3) feet from all sidewalks.  
iv. Root barriers shall be installed when it is necessary, due to site limitations, to plant 

medium or large tree species within three (3) feet of any hardscape, such as roads, 
driveways, sidewalks, parking lots, and curbing. 
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d. Light Poles 

i. Large shade trees shall be planted a minimum of fifteen (15) feet away from light 
poles. 

ii. Medium and Small trees shall be planted a minimum of ten (10) feet away from light 
poles. 

iii. Palms shall be planted at an appropriate distance away from light poles based on the 
length of their fronds at maturity plus three (3) feet. For example, if the length of the frond 
is 5’, than that palm species shall be planted a minimum of 8” from the light pole. See list 
below for the mature lengths of fronds for recommended palm species.  
 Large palms with 12’ long fronds shall be planted a minimum of 15’ from light poles. 
 Medium palms with 7’ long fronds shall be planted a minimum of 10’ from light poles. 
 Small palms with 4.5’ long fronds shall be planted a minimum of 7.5’ from light poles. 
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Table 1. Recommended Palms & Frond Lengths 

Small Palms with 4.5’ 
Fronds 

Medium Palms with 7’ 
Fronds  

Large Palms with 12’ 
Fronds 

Silver Palm Bottle Palm Royal Palm 

Florida Thatch Palm Pindo Palm Paurotis Palm 

Pygmy Date Palm Spindle Palm Bismark Palm 

Sabal /Cabbage Palm Chinese Fan Palm Canary Island Date 
Palm 

MacArthur Palm Foxtail Palm “Sylvester’ Date Palm 
Montgomery Palm  “Medjool” Date Palm 

Solitaire/Alexander Palm  Triangle Palm 
 

e. Traffic Signs 
All trees and shrubs shall be planted and maintained so as not to block the view of 
any street sign or traffic regulation sign on public roadways. The minimum 
requirement shall be fifty (50) feet in front of any stop sign and a minimum of twenty-
five (25) feet in front of any other traffic sign. 

 
f. Buildings Foundations and Masonry walls 

i.  Small trees and palms (based on frond length) shall be planted a minimum of five 
(5) feet from all building foundations and masonry wall structures.  

ii. Medium trees and palms (based on frond length) shall be planted a minimum of 
seven (7) feet from all building foundations and masonry wall structures. 

iii.  Large trees and palms (based on frond length) shall be planted a minimum of ten 
(10) feet from all building foundations and masonry wall structures. 

 
g. View Triangles 

To enhance the safety of all vehicular traffic movement, a line of clear sight at all 
intersections shall be maintained. To maintain a line of clear sight for drivers of 
vehicles at intersections, the following requirements shall be met.  
i. No hedge wall, fence, tree, structure, or parking space shall be erected or allowed to 

obstruct vision within a thirty-foot (30’x30’) clear sight triangle at the intersection of any 
two (2) streets, or within a twenty-foot (20’x20’) clear sight triangle on each side of a 
driveway. The clear sight triangles shall be measured from edge of the right of way of 
both streets or the right of way and closest edge of the driveway in all districts.  

ii. Single family and duplex residence may be permitted to have the twenty-foot (20’x20’) 
clear sight triangle measured from the edge of existing paved street. 

iii. All hedge, shrubs, or groundcovers located within any clear sight triangle must be 
maintained at less than thirty-six (36) inches in height.  
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9. Mechanical Equipment Screening 
All mechanical equipment for new construction placed on the ground shall be screened with 
shrubs planted twenty-four (24) inches in height and spaced twenty-four (24) inches on center 
to form a solid hedge. A solid hedge shall not be required if the mechanical equipment is 
presently screened from the street view. 

 
10. Reserved. 

 

11. Waivers and Sustainable Design Incentives. 
All landscape plans shall be subject to the approval of the Development Review 
Committee of the City of Oakland Park before any building permit is issued. If the strict 
and full requirements of this Section and Section 3 of this document cannot be met due 
to lot size constraints or other extenuating circumstances, the Development Review 
Committee may grant a waiver or waivers to specific subsections provided the following 
criteria are met: 

a. The applicant shall clearly demonstrate the causative factor(s) why the code cannot 
be met. 

b. The applicant shall mitigate for the non-compliance by incorporating alternate 
mitigation features into the plan.  

c.  Preservation or relocation of healthy trees, as certified by the City’s Arborist, shall 
take precedence over removal. 

d.  Required walls between residential and nonresidential areas are not eligible for a 
waiver. 

e. The mitigation features must increase the aesthetic appearance and implement 
sustainable building or development aspects of the plan beyond what the base code 
requires.  

f.  The final approved plan must contain some landscape materials and cannot be devoid 
of any vegetation. At least a minimum of ten percent (10%) of the required plant 
materials and/or planting area must be included in the alternate mitigation plan. 

g. Alternate mitigation features may include, but are not limited to: 

i. Green roof in lieu of or to supplement a required buffering area. 

ii. Integrated Green Wall system in lieu of or to supplement a required buffer area. 

iii. Flexibility in locating required buffers or landscape materials provided the full 
required square footage or quantity is provided; for example, increasing the width 
of a buffer on one side of a parcel if the required width on another side is not 
feasible. 
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iv. Obtaining a LEED® rating system or Florida Green Building Coalition certification 
for the structure. 

v. Reserved.  

vi. Providing contributions to a complete streets project, any such contribution must 
be reviewed and approved by the Engineering Department and complement an on-
going or planned project, and must be approved by the City Commission.   

h. For all alternative mitigation plans, where a required tree cannot be planted, a donation 
of the equivalent value of the tree plus installation shall be made to the City's tree 
preservation trust fund in addition to the alternative mitigation option. 

 

12. Enforcement 
a. All landscaping shall be inspected by the code enforcement department upon completion. 

Landscaping shall be in conformance with approved plans and specifications before the 
certificate of occupancy is issued.  

b. Landscaping may be inspected periodically by the code enforcement department to insure 
proper maintenance. The owner, tenant or their agent, shall be notified by the code 
enforcement officer, in writing, of any areas which are not being properly maintained and 
shall, with fifteen (15) calendar days from the time of notification, restore the landscape to a 
healthy condition.  

c. It shall be unlawful for an owner, tenant or their agent, to fail to restore the landscaping within 
fifteen (15) calendar days after notice has been given, so that said landscaping conforms to 
the plan submitted to and approved by the code enforcement officer.  

 

13. Street Trees 
One of the most effective ways for a City to increase its tree canopy coverage is by planting 
more street trees within the right of ways along its roadways. While street trees have many 
benefits including providing character and much needed shade to sidewalks and neighborhoods, 
there are many factors that must be considered before selecting and installing a tree in a right 
of way. There may be both overhead and underground utilities to consider, as well as proper 
distances and setbacks from roadways and sidewalks, and drainage flows to considerations. In 
some cases, the presence of underground utilities may prohibit the planting of street trees all 
together. Where street trees are planted Where overhead or underground utilities, or other 
infrastructure would preclude the use of a large canopy tree, it is recommended that a small or 
medium tree, or a palm, be planted instead. A list of some appropriate street trees is included in 
Appendix B. Following are street tree installation standards. 
 
a. Unless prohibited by existing site conditions, one (1) street tree shall be required for every 

forty (40) linear feet, or fraction thereof, and shall be planted no further than sixty (60) feet 
apart and no closer than fifteen (15) feet apart.  
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b. Street trees shall be shade trees unless otherwise approved by the development review 
committee based on best horticultural practices and planted in swales, as defined in section 
24-79, along streets having a right-of-way of fifty (50) feet in width or greater. 

 
c. All street trees are subject to the issuance of an engineering permit. 
 
d. On many smaller streets without curbs and sidewalks, the grassy swale areas on either side 

of the roadway are important for drainage and may help to convey storm water runoff to the 
City’s drainage system. Street trees along these types of streets should be planted to not 
impede the flow of storm water into the nearest catch basins or other drainage structure. 

 
e. Street trees must meet all offsets established in this Section. 
 
f. Where no swale or plantable areas occur, cut-outs in sidewalks and Tree Grates may be 

permitted. Tree grates must meet all applicable A.D.A. Accessibility Standards. The type and 
style of the tree grates must be approved by the City Engineering Department prior to 
installation. 

 

 
 
B. Single Family and Duplex Residence Requirements 
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In the R-1 and R-2 Districts where the subject property is utilized for residential purposes only, and 
RM-16 and RM-25 where the subject property is utilized for residential single-family and duplex 
residences, the requirements are that all areas which are to be pervious must be landscaped and 
that ten-foot tall shade trees be provided in accordance with the following minimum standards. 

 

Table 2. Single Family and Duplex Residence Tree and Shrub Quantity Requirements 

Lot Size in Square Feet Number of Trees  Number of Shrubs 

Less than 6,000 2 5 

6,000 – 7,499 3 8 

7,500 – 9,999 4 11 

10,000 and over 5 15 

 

The applicable requirements contained in section C below must also be complied with. Any 
permitted nonresidential use of property located within the R-1 or R-2 districts shall be subject to 
and adhere to all requirements of this article, including (C) below. 
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C. Requirements for All Districts Other than R-1 and R-2 
The minimum landscaping requirements below shall apply to off-street parking or other vehicular 
use areas, and certain yard areas in all zoning districts other than R-1 and R-2. The regulations 
applicable to the particular zoning district may contain additional requirements. See Section 3 for 
mandatory wall locations. Vehicular use areas shall include all areas used for the display or parking 
of vehicles, boats, or heavy construction equipment, whether self-propelled or not, plus the access 
drives thereto or on-site streets except parking under or within buildings.  

 
1. Right-of-way edge requirements 

a. A landscaped strip at least ten (10) feet in depth shall be located between the abutting right-
of-way and any vehicular use area not screened from the right-of-way by an intervening 
building.  

 
b. One (1) tree for each forty (40) linear feet or fraction thereof shall be located at least seven 

(7) feet from the right-of-way line, within the required landscaped strip. The specific spacing 
of installed materials to be reviewed and approved by the Development Review 
Committee. 

 
c. If there is a vehicular use area adjacent to the right-of-way, a decorative wall or hedge at 

least twenty-four (24) inches in height shall extend the entire length of the landscape strip, 
exclusive of any required vision triangle and shall be placed along the interior edge of the 
required landscape strip. If a decorative wall is erected, then one (1) shrub or vine is to be 
planted on the right of way side of the wall for each five (5) linear feet of wall and may be 
planted in groupings.  

 
d. In lieu of the above wall or hedge, an earthen berm may be provided along the right-of-way 

in the manner prescribed below:  
i. A rolled berm at least twenty (20) feet in depth and three (3) feet in height along at least 

one-half (½) of the frontage.  
ii. Plant materials shall be planted along the slope of the berm rather than the top. 
iii. No point of the berm may be greater than two and one-half (2½) feet in height within ten 

(10) feet of the right-of-way in order to ensure adequate visibility.  
iv. To assure that the berm may be properly maintained, the maximum slope should be 

approximately three to one (3:1).  
 

e. Any parcel zoned PCC, or any parcel with three hundred (300) feet or more of lot depth, 
which is located along an arterial or urban collector street, shall provide a berm meeting the 
requirements of subsection (d) above.  

 
f. Where the overhanging area in front of a vehicle is not paved, it cannot be considered as 

part of the right-of-way landscape requirements, but may be added to the building site open 
space requirements.  
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g. No hedge shall be located closer than seven (7) feet from the right-of-way line. Hedges in 
Jaco Pastorius Park and other public parks that have athletic activities utilizing hedges are 
exempt from this setback.  

 
h. No fence, wall, hedge, tree, structure or parking space shall be erected or allowed to obstruct 

vision within a thirty-foot clear sight triangle at the intersection of any two (2) streets or within 
a twenty-foot clear sight triangle on each side of any driveway.  

 
i. If back-out parking is utilized, as permitted in article VI, the required ten-foot landscaped strip 

shall be provided between the parking area and the building.  
 
j. In the case of an alley right-of-way, the provisions of C.2 below shall apply rather than (a) 

through (j) above.  
 

2.  Perimeter Landscape Requirements Relating to Abutting Properties 
a. A landscape strip at least five (5) feet in width shall be located between the abutting property 

line and the off-street parking or other vehicular use area. See also C.2.b. which may 
necessitate a wider strip.  
i. One (1) tree shall be planted for each forty (40) linear feet or fraction thereof within this 

strip.  
ii. A hedge or other durable landscape barrier shall be planted or installed. 
iii. Where a wall is erected, one (1) shrub or vine for each five (5) feet of wall may be planted 

in lieu of a hedge. Shrubs may be placed in groupings. The wall shall be placed 
adjacent to the property line and the trees and shrubs installed interior to the wall. 

 
b. Where a nonresidential use abuts a residential use, a landscape buffer ten (10) feet in width 

must be placed and maintained between the two (2) properties.  
i. A masonry wall, eight (8) feet in height, shall be placed adjacent to the property line 

within the perimeter of such landscape buffer; and  
ii. One (1) tree shall be planted for each thirty (30) linear feet or fraction thereof within this 

strip;  
iii. One shrub or vine for each five (5) linear feet, or fraction thereof, of wall shall be planted 

within the landscape buffer.  
iv. The remainder of the required landscape area shall be landscaped with turf grass, 

groundcover or other landscape treatment, excluding vehicular use areas.  
 

c. Waterway frontage shall be landscaped. See article IX of the Land Development Code for 
specific requirements. 

 
d. A hedge or other durable landscape barrier shall be planted or installed along the perimeter 

of each plot other than a single-family residence or duplex. Nonresidential districts abutting 
a residential use shall comply with subsection C.2.b. above.  

 
3. Parking Lot Interior Requirements 
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a. Fifteen (15) square feet of landscaped area for each interior parking space even if the spaces 
abut a right-of-way or perimeter for which landscaping is required.  

 
b. The total required landscaped area is to be separated into smaller areas and located in such 

a manner as to break up the expanse of pavement. At least one (1) landscape island, ten 
(10) feet in width, measured from inside the curbs and the length of a parking space, shall 
be placed every twelve (12) spaces on average, parallel to such spaces and each row of 
parking shall be separated by at least a five-foot landscape strip.  

 
c. All landscaped areas adjacent to a paved surface of a vehicular use area, which are 

susceptible to vehicular encroachment, and at the intersection of any aisles or driveways 
shall be protected by curbing. Artistic paving is encouraged for all access drives and if 
provided, (a) above may be reduced to ten (10) square feet per parking space. 

 
d. One (1) tree is required for each ten (10) parking spaces, or fraction thereof, located within 

the perimeter of a parking area. A minimum of fifty (50) square feet is required for each 
landscaped area with a minimum of one (1) tree included.  

 
e. In addition to trees, each landscaped area shall be fully landscaped with grass or plant 

material not to exceed three (3) feet in height.  
 
f. Landscaped areas should achieve optimum drainage absorption; this will be reviewed as part 

of the site plan.  
 
g. The front of a vehicle may encroach on an interior landscaped area when protected by wheel 

stops or curbing.  
 
h. A landscaped area having a minimum width of five (5) feet shall separate the vehicular use 

area from the walls of a building, with the exception of drive-through windows, automated 
teller machines, and when there is a raised sidewalk adjacent to the building. The minimum 
landscaped area required for vehicular use areas located adjacent to a public street shall 
increase by five feet for each additional story up to a maximum landscaped width of fifteen 
(15) feet. Five (5) shrubs shall be provided for each one hundred fifty (150) square feet of 
landscaped area.  
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D. Landscape Planting for the Downtown Mixed Use District 
1. Introduction 

To establish a strong image for the Oakland Park Downtown, the landscape treatments must be 
bold, layered and consistent. Plantings should provide a common framework and be governed 
by both the aesthetic qualities of the varying materials, and the functional concerns of the 
downtown. Landscape plantings must be of the highest caliber. 
 
Landscape plantings will provide important spatial definitions to the downtown area. They will 
aid in establishing a strong identity for the downtown while visually unifying its streets, sidewalks, 
medians, open spaces and yards. Full and healthy landscape plantings will also help mitigate 
the South Florida climate and create year round habitable outdoor spaces, as well as, screen 
unsightly views of exposed utility areas, loading zones and parking garages. Proper use of 
landscape plantings will also aid in directing pedestrian traffic throughout the downtown area. 

 

 
Landscape plantings will add character to the downtown district 
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2. General Requirements 
All plant material must be Florida #1 or better, in accordance with "Grades and Standards of 
Nursery Plants," published by the Division of Plant Industry, Florida Department of Agriculture. 
The minimum overall height of a shade tree must be eighteen feet (18') at the time of installation. 
The minimum height of a palm used as a street tree must be twelve feet (12') of gray wood or 
clear trunk at the time of installation.  Shrubs and groundcover must be full in size and true to 
form. The minimum height for all required hedge material must be twenty four (24") inches at the 
time of installation and the plants must be spaced twenty-four (24") inches on center to form a 
hedge. All groundcovers shall be from 3” to 23” in height at time of planting and spaced a 
maximum of 18” on center. 

 
3. Streetscape Plantings 

Streetscape plantings will serve two major purposes in the Oakland Park Downtown; first, it will 
provide much needed shade along sidewalks and streets; and second, it will be an important 
visual element in creating the overall character in the downtown (See Appendix F). Trees and 
palms should be planted along major roadways, sidewalks and medians in a consistent distance 
from one another to create an organized and green urban environment. Trees and/or palms 
located along streets, adjacent to retail, must be single trunk. Multi-trunk species are not allowed 
in these areas. Streetscape planting must be Florida #1, in Plant Industry, accordance with 
"Grades and Standards of Nursery Plants," published by the Division of Florida Department of 
Agriculture. Below is a partial list of allowable shade trees. Please note, minimum height 
standards are eighteen (18') overall height with eight (8') to the lowest branch. 

 
Table 3.Shade Trees Downtown Mixed Use District 

Common Name Species Name 

Gumbo Limbo Bursera simaruba 

South Florida Slash Pine Pinus elliottii ‘Densa’ 

Live Oak Quercus virginiana 

Mahogany Swietenia mahagoni 

Wild Tamarind Lysiloma latisiliquum 



 
 

28 | P a g e  

Landscape and Streetscape Design Standards 2016 

 
Street trees will unify the area and offer shade to pedestrians 

 

4. Signature Trees  
To establish a strong statement in the Park Place sub-area, signature trees are required as the 
standard street tree. The signature tree will take the place of streetscape plantings along 
roadways, sidewalks and medians (See Appendix F). The signature tree is required to be a 
Florida Royal Palm, planted at a minimum height of twelve (12') of gray wood. It is important that 
these signature trees are matched, therefore consistent in form and stature throughout the Park 
Place sub-area to make a strong statement and to create identity. It is recommended that these 
trees be spaced tightly on center along all roadways, sidewalks and medians. Other Palm 
species, such as Date Palms are allowable within the Park Place sub-area in public gathering 
spaces, such as plazas, parks and open spaces. Signature trees must be Florida #1, in 
accordance with "Grades and Standards of Nursery Plants," published by the Division of Plant 
Industry, Florida Department of Agriculture. 

 
Table 4. Signature Trees Downtown Mixed Use District – Park Place sub-area 

Common Name Species Name 

Date Palm, 'Medjool' Phoenix dactylifera 

Florida Royal Palm Roystonia elata 

Date Palm, ‘Sylvester’ Phoenix sylvestris 
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The Florida Royal Palm is the Park Place sub-area signature tree 

 

5. Open Space Plantings 
Open Space Plantings must be lush and layered with a variety of plant material. All reasonable 
efforts shall be to use native landscape material. When available, it is recommended that all 
open space plantings include, at a minimum, 35% of native plant materials. The following is a 
partial list of native plant materials which can be used: 

 
Table 5. Native Palms 

Common Name Species Name 

Florida Royal Palm Roystonia elata 

  Florida Thatch Palm Thrinax radiata 

Paurotis Palm   Acoelorraphe wrightii 

Sabal Palm Sabal palmetto 

Silver Palm Coccothrinax argentata 
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Table 6. Native Trees  

Common Name Species Name 

Bald Cypress Taxodium distichum 

Buttonwood Conocarpus erectus 

Gumbo Limbo Bursera simaruba 

Live Oak Quercus virginiana 

Mahogany Swietenia mahagoni 

Red Maple Acer rubrum 

Slash Pine Pinus elliottii 

Wild Tamarind Lysiloma latisiliqua 

 
Table 7. Native Shrubs and Ground Cover 

Common Name Species Name 

Red Tip Cocoplum Chrysobalanus icaco ‘Red Tip’ 

Coontie Zamia pumila 

Dwarf Firebush Hamelia patens 

Lantana/Buttonsage Lantana involucrate 

 
Plant diversity is strongly recommended in open space planting areas. A palette of plant 
material will create interest and offer a strong aesthetic quality to the area. 
 

6 Screening Plantings  
Dense plantings along parking structures, the Florida East Coast (FEC) Railroad and busy 
streets can soften edges and buffer noise from habitable areas (i.e. residential 
neighborhoods, open spaces, schools, etc.). Proper placement of under story plantings, 
coupled with climbing vines, medium shrubs, palms and trees are strongly desired to 
minimize unsightly views (See Appendix F). Any proposed screening plantings adjacent to 
the Florida East Coast (FEC) corridor's right-of-way needs to be coordinated with Florida 
East Coast (FEC) Railway. Planting along the Florida East Coast (FEC) corridor should 
continue the design character of the existing plantings located between Oakland Park 
Boulevard and N.E. 38thStreet along the Florida East Coast (FEC) tracks. The following is a 
list of plant materials considered acceptable for screening purposes: 
 
Table 8. Screening Plants - Understory Shrub and Ground Cover  

Common Name Species Name 

African Bush Daisy Gamolepis chrysanthemoides 

Boston Fern Nephrolepis exaltata 

Wart Fern Microsorum scolopendria 
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Table 9. Screening Plants - Climbing Vines 

Common Name Species Name 

Bougainvillea Bougainvillea sp. 

Confederate Jasmine Trachelosperma jasminiodes 

Allamanda Allamanda cathartica 

Mexican Flame Vine Pseudogynoxys chenopodioides 

   
Table 10. Screening Plants - Palms 

Common Name Species Name 

+Coconut Palm Cocos nucifera 

Paurotis Palm Acoelorraphe wrightii 

Sabal Palm Sabal palmetto 

 
Table 11. Screening Plants - Trees 

Common Name Species Name 

*Wax Privet Ligustrum japonicum 

 
Table 12. Screening Plants - Ornamental Tree 

Common Name Species Name 

**Crepe Myrtle Lagerstroemia indica 

Bridalveil Caesalpinia granadillo 

Bottlebrush Callistemon sp. 

Pink Tabebuia Tabebuia heterophylla 

Plumeria Plumeria acuminate 

 
Table 13. Screening Materials - Tall/ Medium Shrubs  

Common Name Species Name 

Red Tip Cocoplum Chrysobalanus icaco ‘Red Tip’ 

Dwarf Fakahatchee Grass Tripsacum dactyloides 

Indian Hawthorn Raphiolepis indica 

Philodendron Philodendron selloum 

Plumbago Plumbago auriculata 

Ixora ‘Nora Grant’ Ixora coccinea 

  Dwarf Ixora Ixora chinensis 

Wax Jasmine Jasminum volubile 

+Must be certified ‘Malayan’ or ‘Maypan’ variety only 
*Should not be planted in Medians or swales less than 8’ in width 
**Loses its leaves in winter months, do not use more than 10% of the total trees on a project 
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Varying landscape material screens a structured parking garage in the downtown 

 

7. Perimeter Landscaping between Incompatible Uses 
Perimeter landscaping, composed of a landscaped strip and masonry wall, should be used to 
separate incompatible land uses from one another (i.e. residential and commercial, etc.) and/or 
screen unsightly areas and utility zones. Perimeter buffers shall be provided by the development 
that caused the incompatibility and installed along all lot lines, excluding front lot lines. The 
masonry wall shall be completely located within the development’s property. In addition to the 
standards provided for in subsection C above, perimeter buffers shall be provided as listed 
below 

 
a. Between single family residential and multifamily residential use. Landscaping strip at a 

minimum of ten (10) feet in width is required, and a solid masonry wall at a minimum of six 
(6) feet in height is required if the adjacent multifamily exceeds more than two (2) 
stories.  

 
b. Between the FEC railroad and residential, commercial, and industrial uses: Landscaping strip 

at a minimum of ten (10) feet in width and a solid masonry wall at a minimum of eight (8) feet 
in height and a maximum of twenty (20) feet in height. 
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c. Between parks and open space uses and residential, commercial, and industrial uses. Not 

required. However, if installed a masonry wall at a maximum of four (4) feet in height and a 
landscaping strip at a minimum of the (10) feet in width on both sides of the wall.  

 
8. Irrigation 

All planted areas will require irrigation systems providing 100% coverage with “head to head” or 
50% overlap throughout the Downtown. Irrigation systems should be capable of distributing 1 
½" of water per week during a maximum eight (8) hour watering cycle. All irrigation systems 
must be entirely automatic, with the ability to switch to manual operation in emergency situations. 
In high pedestrian areas, bubblers or drip irrigation is encouraged. Due to the intense pedestrian 
activity within the downtown zone, irrigation systems should be designed to avoid over spray 
into public and pedestrian areas. All irrigation systems should be equipped with automatic rain 
sensors for water conservation. Planting areas with native plant materials and xeriscape planting 
practices are encouraged. 

 
9. Parking Lot Landscaping 

Landscaping is required both within the interior area of a surface parking lot, as well as, along 
the perimeter of a surface parking lot to soften and screen the parking facility. A shade tree (see 
shade tree list) at a minimum height of twelve (12) feet must be planted in a planting bed island 
nine (9) feet in width, between every ten (10) parking spaces in a surface parking lot. Parking lot 
plantings are not required within a structured parking facility. One (1) tree and eight (8) shrubs 
must be planted in every planting bed. 

 

 
A planted island is required between every ten parking spaces. 
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10. Residential Landscaping   
Landscaping within the Neighborhoods zoning sub-area is intended to improve the appearance 
of certain yard areas. In the Neighborhoods, where properties are solely used for residential 
purposes, it is required that all lots under 6,000 square feet have a minimum of three (3) trees 
(overall heights over twelve [12'] feet). In lots between 6,000 to 7,499 square feet, properties 
are required to have a minimum of four (4) trees (overall heights over 12') feet. In lots between 
7,500 and 9,999 square feet, properties are required to have a minimum of five (5) trees 
(overall heights over 12') feet. Lastly, in lots exceeding 10,000 square feet in area, properties 
are required to have a minimum of six (6) trees (overall heights over 12') feet; or two (2) trees 
per unit, whichever is greater. 
 
In the North End Urban Residential area where single family or town homes are platted and 
introduced, landscape requirements shall be consistent with those described above.  Where 
multifamily units are introduced in a condominium, or loft style, residential landscaping shall 
apply to off-street parking facilities, open space, entrance yards and buffer areas (see Perimeter 
Landscape). For every dwelling unit within a building structure, two trees and three shrubs must 
be introduced in the areas specified herein. 

   



 
 

35 | P a g e  

Landscape and Streetscape Design Standards 2016 

Section 2. Tree Preservation 
 

A. Broward County Tree Preservation and Abuse Ordinance 
1. Adoption by reference. Chapter 27, Article XIV, Sections 401 through 430 of the Broward County 

Code of Ordinances entitled "Broward County Tree Preservation and Abuse Ordinance" as it 
may be amended from time to time, is hereby adopted and made part of this article by reference. 
Provisions of the Broward County Tree Preservation Ordinance shall be administered by the City 
of Oakland Park Community Development Department.  

 
2. Definitions.  

For the purposes of administration of the Broward County Tree Preservation Ordinance terms 
contained therein are redefined as follows:  
a. Broward County Board of County Commissioners (board) shall mean City Commission, City 

of Oakland Park.  
 
b. Department of natural resource protection (DNRP) shall mean City of Oakland Park 

Community Development Department.  
 
c. Tree removal license (license) shall mean tree removal permit.  

 
3. Exemptions. Section 27-408(a)(3)(c) of the Broward County Tree Preservation and Abuse 

Ordinance is amended to read:  
A permit is required for the removal of any tree on owner occupied residential properties of 
one (1) acre or less developed for detached single-family usage except the following:  
a. Trees required as a condition of the issuance of development permit; or 
 
b. Trees having a diameter of breast height four and one-half (4½) feet (D.B.H.) of eight (8) 

inches or greater; or  
 
c. Previously preserved, relocated or replaced trees that were preserved, relocated or 

replaced as a condition of granting a tree removal permit; or  
 
d. Historical or special status category trees. 

 

B. Permit Required 
No person shall cut down, remove, relocate or destructively damage any tree as defined in section 
27-404 of the Broward County Code of Ordinances without first obtaining a permit from the 
community development department. 
 

C. Permit Fee 
Tree removal and relocation permit applications shall be made on forms specified by the Community 
Development Director or his designee with accompanying fees as may from time to time be specified 
by the city commission in the land development fee schedule.  
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D. Site Plan Review and Native Vegetation 
Site plans as required for all new development except single-family residential, shall show existing 
major vegetation including exotic species and the proposed landscaping plan. Such plan shall be 
adequate to calculate the size, number, species and canopy of all existing trees and shall identify 
those trees which are proposed to be retained, relocated or removed and replaced.  

 

E. Exotic Species Removal  
The following exotic species shall be removed from all sites undergoing development, shall not 
require a tree removal permit and shall not require replacement:  
1. Schinus terebinthinfolius (Brazilian Pepper Tree/Florida Holly); 
 
2. Metopium toxiferum (Poison Wood); 
 
3. Casurina equisetifolia (Australian Pine); 
 
4. Melaleuca quinquenervia (Melaleuca); 
 
5. Araucaria heterophylla (Norfolk Island Pine); 
 
6. Schefflera actinophylla (Schefflera); 
 
7. Acacia auriculaeformis (Earleaf Acacia); 
 
8. Cupaniopsis anacardioides (Carrotwood); 
 
9. Albizia lebbeck (Women's Tongue Tree); 
 
10. Any species that may be determined as an exotic by the state. 

 

F. Tree Replacement 
When allowed by a tree removal permit, any trees which are removed and not relocated shall be 
replaced in accordance with the requirements of this section. Except otherwise required trees 
removed from developed single-family and duplex properties which shall be replaced by a Florida 
grade #1 or better shade type tree of not less than ten (10) feet in height. As a condition of being 
granted permission to remove any tree, a developer, property owner or other applicant shall be 
required to replace such tree, unless it is demonstrated that replacement is not a viable alternative 
due to a lack of available space. Where replacement cannot be accomplished, the applicant shall 
pay a replacement fee in lieu of actual tree replacement costs into the City of Oakland Park Tree 
Preservation and Replacement Trust Fund. The current value of replacement trees including 
installation costs shall be used to calculate replacement fees. The community development 
department shall determine tree replacement fees based on surveys of area nurseries and 
landscaping contractors from time to time. Replacement fees paid in lieu of actual tree replacement 
costs for Natural Forest Communities shall be used exclusively for the creation or restoration of 
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Natural Forest Communities in areas designated by the city commission after recommendation by 
the beautification advisory board. This section shall not apply to specimen trees.  

 

G. Canopy Replacement Values 
Trees required pursuant to article VIII, section 24-105, shall provide the following canopy 
replacement values for the purposes of tree replacement calculations:  
 
Table 14. Canopy Replacement Values 

Height and Spread (in feet) Canopy Value (in square feet) 
16 × 8 525 
14 × 7 400 
12 × 6 300 
10 × 6 225 

 

H. Tree Preservation and Replacement Trust Fund 
1. Establishment. 

There is hereby created the Oakland Park Tree Preservation and Replacement Trust Fund (the 
"Fund") for the purpose of accepting and disbursing fees paid to the city as part of tree removal 
permits and any other monies deposited into a non-lapsing trust fund established and maintained 
by the city for tree preservation or replacement purposes. The fund shall solely be used for 
purchase and payment of cost and expenses associated with the planting of trees in Oakland 
Park and any other ancillary costs associated with the planting of trees.  

 
2. Term of existence. 

The fund shall be self-perpetuating from year to year unless specifically terminated by the city 
commission.  

 
3. Fund assets. 

All funds received by the city pursuant to subsection 24-122(C) for tree removal permits, 
subsection 24-122(F) for tree replacement fees and subsection 24-105(C)(4)(b) shall be 
deposited in the fund. Any funds reserved by the city as of the effective date of this section for 
the purposes enumerated in this section shall be deposited into the fund forthwith. Any other 
funds donated or granted to the city by public or private concerns for the purposes enumerated 
in this section may be deposited in the fund.  

 
4. Allowable Expenditures 

a. The city manager shall have the express authority to authorize expenditures of these funds 
from time to time in an amount not to exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000.00).  

b. Expenditures of more than five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) shall be recommended by the 
city manager and require city commission approval.  

c. Trust funds will be used to obtain trees, landscaping, sprinkler systems, and any other items 
or materials necessary and proper for the installation, preservation, maintenance and 
relocation of trees or the restoration of tree ecosystems on any public land in Oakland Park. 
Funds may also be used for the expense of periodically distributing saplings to the public.  
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I. Tree Abuse 
Section 27-410 of the Broward County Tree Preservation and Abuse Ordinance as it may be 
amended from time to time, is hereby adopted in its entirety and made part of this article by 
reference, the provisions of which shall be enforced by the community development department.  

 

J. Violations 
A violation of this section shall be subject to a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00) per tree 
removed, abused or damaged. 
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Section 3: Fences, Walls and Hedges 
 

A. General Requirements 
 
1.  Height Measurement 

Height shall be measured from the average finished grade of the property.  
 
2. Sight Visibility Triangles 

a. Corner lots: A thirty-foot clear sight triangle is required at the intersection of two (2) streets.  
 
b. Driveways: A twenty-foot clear sight triangle is required on each side of any driveway. Lots 

that contain single-family and duplex dwellings are permitted to have this clear sight triangle 
maintained along the edge of the existing paved street.  

 
c. Hedges: No hedge shall exceed thirty-six (36) inches in height in any sight visibility triangle.  

 
3. Finished Side of Fences 

All fences shall have the finished side facing the outside of the property.  
a. Exceptions: Interior fences facing abutting properties where an existing fence or wall 

prevents the erection of the fence with the finished side facing out may have the finished side 
facing in.  

 
4. Wall Finishes 

All concrete walls shall be covered with two (2) coats of stucco cement, finished and painted 
with anti-graffiti paint along the right of way. Decorative pre-cast concrete walls may be used in 
lieu of concrete block.  
a. Arterial or collector streets: Any wall erected along an arterial or collector street shall have a 

decorative finish, shall be designed in sections that off-set a minimum of two (2) feet every 
twenty (20) feet of wall length, and shall have landscaping as required by Section 1 of this 
document. 

 
5. Prohibitions:  

a. Louvered concrete walls. 
 
b. Barbed wire, razor wire, or electrified wires are prohibited on any property zoned or used for 

residential purposes.  
 
c. Bird spike topped fences or walls are prohibited on any property zoned or used for residential 

purposes.  
 
d. In no instance shall any gate be permitted to open onto the existing road right-of-way. 
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6.  Removal of existing buffer: 
When an existing required wall or natural buffer is removed, it shall be replaced by a new wall 
or hedge respectively in conformance with this section.  
 

7.  Definition of a hedge:  
A landscape boundary formed by a dense row of shrubs or low trees, closely spaced and planted 
to act as a physical and visual barrier.  

 

B. Residential Properties 
Any property used for residential purposes is subject to the regulations of this subsection. The 
maximum height limit applies to fences, and walls, that are within required yards.  
 
1. Front yard maximum height: Five (5) feet. 
 
2. Side and rear yard maximum height: Six and one-half (6½) feet. 
 
3. Corner properties: Properties having the front of their residences facing the corner side yard may 

elect to install a fence of six and one-half (6½) feet in height within the required front yard 
provided that the corner side yard fencing shall be limited to five (5) feet in height.  

 
4. Abutting nonresidential: Where a R-1 or R-2 residential district abuts a nonresidential district or 

multi-family residential district, or the rear of a residential lot is separated by a street, alley or 
waterway from a nonresidential district or multi-family residential district, the maximum height 
along any side and rear lot line may be eight (8) feet.  

 
5. Maximum height exceptions:  

a. Hedges shall be permitted to be eight (8) feet in height. 
 

C. Nonresidential Properties 
 
1. Maximum height: Eight (8) feet.  
 
2. Abutting residential: Where a nonresidential district abuts a residential district or the rear of a 

nonresidential lot is separated by a street, alley or waterway from a residential district, the owner 
of the nonresidential lot shall be required to erect a solid, unpierced masonry wall at least eight 
(8) feet in height.  
a. Landscaping: Such wall shall also be landscaped as required in Section 1 of this document.  
 
b. Front or corner site areas: In any front or corner site areas the wall shall be setback ten (10) 

feet from the property line along any right-of-way where vehicular access is not permitted.  
 
c. Location of landscape strip: 
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i. The ten (10) foot landscape strip required in Section 1 shall be located between the 
wall and the property line/right of way line when abutting a non-alleyway public 
right of way. 

ii. The required landscape strip shall be located internal to the perimeter wall when 
abutting all other property lines other than a front public right of way and the wall 
shall be located on the property line adhering to required sight triangles and 
visibility clearance criteria.  

 
d. Exceptions: An application may be made to the City Commission for the approval of an 

alternate screening method without applying for a variance.  
 

3. Storage yards: 
All permitted storage yards shall be completely enclosed, except for necessary ingress and 
egress, by a six and one-half (6½) foot unpierced masonry wall. Any ingress and egress shall 
be completely enclosed with vision-obscuring gates.  
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Section 4: Public Roadway Landscape and 
Streetscape Standards 
The following Section addresses consistency, uniformity and the aesthetic qualities of elements such 
as street trees, medians, round-a-bouts, specialty paving at crosswalks, intersection treatments, and 
traffic calming devices, as well as sidewalks, bikeways and benches in order to enhance the branding 
and identification of the City. 

 

A. Public Roadways Types 
The following identifies the hierarchical system of streets and roadways which occur within the City. 
Various design elements and features within the public right-of-way apply to each. 

 
1. Major Arterial Roadways (F.D.O.T. / Broward County) 

The highest level of roadway types in the City are the major arterial roadways, these are usually 
classified as F.D.O.T. (state highway) or Broward County roadways. These include, but are not 
limited to, Oakland Park Boulevard, North Dixie Highway, Commercial Boulevard, Powerline 
Road, Prospect Road, North Andrews Avenue, NW 21st Avenue and NW 31st Avenue. While the 
landscape designs for these roadways must adhere to strict FDOT and/or Broward County 
design guidelines and standards which promote safety on our major roadways, the City does 
have an input on the overall design and look of the landscaping and the type of plant materials 
that will be used. In general, the City prefers to have a more natural look for the landscape 
designs on these roadways with a mix of native and tropical trees and palms, and shrubs and 
groundcovers that are native, drought tolerant and low maintenance, whenever possible. 

 
2. Collector Roads (City of Oakland Park) 

The next level of roadway types in the City is classified as collector roads. These roadways 
accept or receive vehicular traffic from smaller streets and neighborhoods and funnel them to 
the major arterial roadways. Examples of these types of roadways are N.E. 38th Street, N.E. 45th 
Street, and 16th Avenue, (as well as N.E. 6th Avenue a Broward County ROW). These roads 
generally are owned and maintained by the City of Oakland Park, and as such, the city has 
control over the type and design of landscaping that gets installed on them. However, certain 
design standards and safety guidelines must still apply. Here, the City of Oakland Park exercises 
its intent to have a more naturally looking landscape design within the right-of-way areas, which 
are mostly native and drought tolerant species that require low maintenance.  

 
3. Local and Residential Streets (City of Oakland Park)  

The smallest streets in the City roadway system are the local roads and neighborhood streets. 
These streets are almost entirely owned and maintained by the City. Since these streets are 
much smaller with narrower right-of-way widths, there is generally not as much room for 
landscape improvements. However, there is usually an opportunity to plant and maintain street 
trees along these streets. Along these local streets the City desires to plant more street trees in 
residential areas and commercial/business districts, where appropriate. 
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B. Street Trees 
One of the most effective ways for a City to increase its tree canopy coverage is by planting more 
street trees along its roadways. While street trees have many benefits including providing character 
and much needed shade to sidewalks and neighborhoods, there are many factors that must be 
considered before selecting and installing a tree in a right of way. There may be both overhead and 
underground utilities to consider, as well as proper distances and setbacks from roadways and 
sidewalks, and drainage flows. In some cases, the presence of underground utilities may prohibit 
the planting of street trees all together. Where overhead or underground utilities, or other 
infrastructure would preclude the use of a large canopy tree, generally it is recommended that a 
small or medium tree, or a palm, be planted instead of a large shade tree which typically has a much 
more extensive root system. A list of some appropriate street trees is included at the end of this 
section. Following are street tree installation standards. 

 
In order to help brand the City and create an identity for the City, an emphasis should be placed on 
the planting of the following signature street trees throughout the City: Live Oak, South Florida Slash 
Pine, Bulnesia/Verawood, Orange Geiger, Sylvester Date Palm, and Montgomery Palm. 
 
Following is a list of approved street trees. For a complete list of all approved trees, including street 
trees, see Appendix B.  Please also note that an engineering permit from the City is required prior 
to planting any tree or palm in the public right-of-way. 
 

Table 15. Street Trees 

Large Shade Trees Medium Trees Small Trees Large Palms Small Palms 

++Live Oak Green 
Buttonwood 

++Orange Geiger Sabal 
Palm/Cabbage 

Palm 

Silver Palm 

Gumbo Limbo Pigeon Plum Dahoon Holly Royal Palm Florida Thatch 
Palm 

Mahogany Satin Leaf Fiddlewood Alexander Palm Bottle Palm 

Paradise Tree ++Bulnesia / 
Verawood 

Simpson Stopper Bismarck Palm  

++South Florida 
Slash Pine 

Madagascar 
Olive 

Spanish Stopper +Coconut Palm Spindle Palm 

Wild Tamarind  Pink Tabebuia *Silver Buttonwood ++Sylvester 
Date Palm 

 

Bald Cypress Red Maple All Spice Foxtail Palm  

Indian Tamarind Pitch Apple Bottlebrush ++Montgomery 
Palm 

 

Royal Poinciana Queen Crape 
Myrtle 

**Crape Myrtle Date Palm 
‘Medjool’ 

 

Rusty Fig Purple Tabebuia *Japanese Privet MacArthur Palm  

Copperpod ***Yellow 
Tabebuia 

 Canary Island 
Date Palm 
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Bridalveil Jacaranda    

*  Should not be planted in medians or swales less than 8’ in width. 
** Loses it leaves in winter months, do not use more than 10% of the total trees on project. 
*** Not wind resistant, plant in sheltered areas. 
+ Must be certified ‘Malayan’ or ‘Maypan’ variety only. 
++ Signature street to help brand and create an identity for the City 
 

1. Street Trees and Swales 
On many smaller streets without curbs and sidewalks, the grassy swale areas on either side of 
the roadway are important for drainage and may help to convey storm water runoff to the City’s 
drainage system. Street trees along these types of streets should be planted to not impede the 
flow of storm water into the nearest catch basins or other drainage structure. 
 

 

2. Street Trees and Underground Utilities 
Trees and palms should not be planted within five (5) feet of any underground public 
infrastructure and no closer than five (5) feet from any other buried utility lines.  

a. All trees and palms shall be planted at least five (5) feet away from any underground utility 
line. 
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b. All trees and palms shall be planted at least seven and a half (7.5) feet away from any fire 
hydrant. 

 
c. All trees and palms shall be planted at least five (5) feet away from any storm sewer catch 

basins. 
 
d. When a five (5) foot setback from any underground public infrastructure is not feasible, root 

barriers shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions when medium 
or large species of shade trees are planted. 

 
3. Street Trees and Overhead Utilities 

The distance away from an overhead utility line is the determining factor in what size tree should 
be planted, or if a tree can be planted.  
a. Only trees that grow to a height of 20’ or less may be planted under overhead utility lines.  
 
b. Trees and palms that grow to 20’ to 30’ in height at maturity shall be planted at least 20 feet 

away. 
 
c. Trees and palms that grow to over 30’ in height at maturity shall be planted at least 30 feet 

away from overhead utility lines.  
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The following graphic illustrates the planting distances near overhead power lines. The following 
table provides a list of native and non-native trees that stay approximately at or less than twenty 
(20) feet at maturity and are recommended for installation adjacent to overhead utilities.  
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Table16. Trees and Palms Under 20’ at Maturity 

Trees under 20’ in height at maturity 

Native  Non- Native  

Orange Geiger  Weeping Bottlebrush  

Fiddlewood Crape Myrtle  

Jamaica Caper Dwarf Poinciana  

Lignum Vitae Japanese Privet 

Spanish Stopper  

Simpson Stopper   

White Stopper  

Red Stopper  

Silver Buttonwood  

Palms under 20’ in height at maturity 

Native  Non- Native  

Florida Thatch Palm Bottle Palm 

Silver Palm Spindle Palm 

 Pindo Palm 

 Pygmy Date Palm 

 

4. Street Tree Offsets from Roadways and Sidewalks 
Trees and palms planted on major arterial roadways must follow the standards set forth by 
F.D.O.T. or Broward County. Generally where there is a 6” high raised curb located between the 
roadway and the tree, the tree shall be planted a minimum four (4) feet from the face of the curb, 
or a minimum of six (6) feet from the edge of the closest travel lane (I.E. the centerline of the 
stripe on the edge of pavement). Where there is no curbing present and there is just a grassy 
swale area, the setback from the edge of the closest travel lane is generally a minimum of six 
(6) feet to the nearest tree, but this is subject to the specific configuration of the swale and utility 
placement and will be reviewed by the City Engineering Department. The governing agency of 
each roadway must be consulted for the exact setback distance that shall be required. 
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5. Cut-outs in Sidewalks and Tree Grates 
Sometimes there is no swale area or room to plant street trees along major arterial roadways or 
within business districts. In these areas, one option is to provide an open cut-out in the sidewalk 
to allow for the planting of street trees. The minimum size of the cut-out area shall be 5’X5’ 
square, but 6’X6’ is recommended. The minimum width of the remaining walkable sidewalk area 
shall be 3’, however 4’ is recommended. Sometimes, only half of a square cut-out area is 
needed. This may occur where there is still some plantable area in the right-of-way behind the 
sidewalk. In this case, the sidewalk can be notched to allow room for the tree or palm to be 
planted. If the cut-out area is large enough, the area may be planted with low shrubs or ground 
covers in addition to the tree. However, if the cut-out is closer to the minimum size and is 
completely surrounded by sidewalk on all sides, consideration shall be given to installing a tree 
grate. If used, tree grates shall be metal and have an appropriate size opening for the tree and 
palm size, and porous and portable for maintenance purposes. Tree grates must meet all 
applicable A.D.A. Accessibility Standards. The type and style of the tree grates, as well as tree 
selection, must be approved by the City of Oakland Park engineering Department prior to 
installation. 
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C. Medians 
Median islands on major arterial roadways and some local collector streets offer plantable area 
within the public right of way which can enhance the beautification of a roadway corridor. The 
landscape design for medians, especially on F.D.O.T. and Broward County roadways, are greatly 
regulated by state and county highway design standards and restrictions. For the purposes of this 
document, a general description of the standards regulating the design of landscaping in medians 
is provided. There are two (2) main factors influencing the planting of median islands. The first is 
the width of the median (Horizontal Clearance), and the second is the line of clear sight (or 
unobstructed visibility) from one vehicle to another when entering or exiting the roadway. 
 
1. Horizontal Clearance 

Horizontal clearance is the distance from the face of the curb of the median island to the closest 
point of the trunk of the tree or palm. The ultimate size, or diameter of the trunk when fully grown, 
must be considered when measuring this requirement-not just the size of the trunk at the time 
of planting. The minimum distance is four (4) feet from the face of the curb, and six (6) feet from 
the closest travel lane as measured from the center line of the edge of pavement stripe. This 
setback is considered a minimum standard for all medians whether they are on a state, county, 
or local roadway. Therefore, medians less than eight (8) feet or nine (9) feet wide typically cannot 
be planted with trees. There are some exceptions which sometimes permit the planting of 
“frangible” trees, which have very slender trunks, in these narrow medians. 
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2. Lines of Clear Site 

The lines of clear sight requirements for medians generally dictate the size, type and location of 
plant materials along the length of a median. Trees and palms planted within a limit of clear sight 
area must first have a minimum clear trunk height of 8 feet. The spacing of these trees and 
palms is dependent upon the size of the tree at the time of maturity and the design speed of the 
roadway. There are many variables, of course, but generally speaking the typical on center 
spacing is from 25’ to 35’ for small trees and palms, which grow to have trunks less than 11” 
(inches) in diameter, and 90’ to 120’ for trees with trunks larger than 11” (inches). All trees and 
palms must also meet the horizontal clearance requirements, and all shrubs and ground covers 
shall be of a species that only grow to a maximum height of 18 inches at maturity. In addition, 
the first 100 feet of the end of a median island at any median opening is typically restricted to 
only ground covers. See illustrations below. 
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To further Brand the City and create a unified signature look, the landscape design for medians 
shall place an emphasis on the use of the following plant material: Live Oak, Pigeon Plum, 
Simpson Stopper, Orange Geiger, Bulnesia, Sylvester Date Palm, Sabal Palm, Fire Bush, Dwarf 
Schefflera ‘Trinette’, Muhly Grass, Dwarf Fakahatchee Grass, Spider Lily, Parsons Juniper and 
Trailing Lantana.  
 
In addition, following is a list of suggested plant materials that are well suited for median islands. 
Since there are many variables and restrictions that apply, the governing agency of each 
roadway must be consulted for approval of any plant material prior to installation. For a more 
complete list of recommended trees, palms, and shrubs along with photographs, please see the 
Appendix B. 
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Table 17. Median Trees 

Trees Palms Shrubs Groundcovers 

Gumbo Limbo ++Sabal Palm / 
Cabbage Palm 

Gold Mound  Liriope / Variegated 
Liriope 

++Live Oak Royal Palm Small Leaf Clusia  Wart Fern  

South Florida Slash 
Pines 

Alexander Palm ++Dwarf Firebush  Dwarf Podocarpus / 
Pringles 

Indian Tamarind Bismarck Palm Bromeliad Species Blanket Flower 

++Pigeon Plum Chinese Fan Palm Walter’s and 
Sandankwa Viburnum  

++Dwarf Juniper / 
Parson’s 

Satin Leaf +Coconut Palm Red and White 
Fountain Grass 

++Trailing Lantana 

++Bulnesia / 
Verawood 

++Sylvester Date 
Palm  

Sand Cord Grass Bromeliad Species 

Madagascar Olive Foxtail Palm Blueberry Flax Lily  Boston Fern 

Pink Tabebuia Montgomery Palm Indian Hawthorn ++Spider Lily 

++Simpson Stopper Silver Palm Coco Plum Pink Rain Lily 

*Silver Buttonwood Florida Thatch Palm  Silver Buttonwood Carrisa/Emerald 
Blanket 

*Japanese Privet / 
Ligustrum Tree  

Spindle Palm ++Muhly Grass  

**Crepe Myrtle  ++Dwarf Fakahatchee 
Grass 

 

++Orange Geiger  Crinum Lily  

  Wax Jasmine  

  Dwarf Ilex / Nana 
Schilling 

 

  Coontie  

  Green Island Ficus  

  Dwarf Ixora  

  ++Dwarf Schefflera 
‘Trinette’ 

 

* Should not be planted in medians or swales less than 8’ in width. 
**Loses its leaves in winter months, do not use more than 10% of the total trees on project. 
+ Must be certified ‘Malayan’ or ‘Maypan’ variety only. 
++Signature Branding Species 
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D. Pavement Treatments 
Paving treatments are an important element within the urban environment in creating interest on the 
ground plane and establishing community identity. Well-marked pedestrian routes enhanced with 
specialty paving also aid in making pedestrian crossings safer. Most intersections outside of the 
downtown district will not require specialty paving or treatment. However, for those that do, extreme 
care must be taken in the coordination of these elements with the necessary functions of the 
intersection in a way that maximizes safety, function and aesthetics.  

 
1. Intersection Treatments 

Entire treatments of intersections have already been used quite effectively in the City on local 
collector roads, such as N.E. 38th Street and N.E. 34th Court. These intersections utilized 
concrete unit pavers in an octagon shaped, interlocking pattern, with a blend of two (2) colors. 
(See photograph below). The crosswalks have a border of one (1) row of soldier course pavers 
adjacent to a twelve (12) inch wide concrete band. These intersection treatments have been so 
well received that the City has decided to make this one of their signature looks and design 
element. Therefore, it is highly recommended that any new intersections to receive specialty 
paving shall either be: 
a. Super Octo, 2-3/8” concrete unit pavers, By Oldcastle/Coastal with a blend of red and 

charcoal colors. The main intersection and crosswalks shall have a border of one (1) row of 
soldier course pavers adjacent to a twelve (12) inch wide concrete band. (as shown in the 
photograph below), or 

b. Be constructed with an alternate paving material of similar look and qualities that is approved 
by the City. 

It is not recommended to use stamped asphalt paving for entire intersections, but only for 
crosswalks. Entire intersection treatments are generally not recommended for major arterial 
roadways or most high traffic areas. 
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2. Specialty Paving at Crosswalks 
As deemed necessary by City staff, it is recommended that specialty paving be utilized at 
appropriate intersections and pedestrian crosswalks within the City. At intersections where only 
the crosswalks are receiving specialty paving, a second option of stamped asphalt shall be 
included. Please note that some arterial roadways that are regulated by F.D.O.T. or Broward 
County may require stamped asphalt to be used instead of pavers. Therefore, it is recommended 
that all specialty paving in crosswalks in the City of Oakland Park be constructed of one of the 
following materials: 
a. Concrete unit pavers: Concrete unit pavers shall be Super Octo, 2-3/8” concrete unit pavers, 

By Oldcastle/Coastal with a blend of red and charcoal colors in an interlocking pattern, with 
a border of one (1) row of soldier course pavers adjacent to a 12” wide concrete band. 

b. Stamped asphalt: Stamped asphalt shall be only one (1) color (Red) in a herringbone, or 
similar, pattern with a 12” wide border of the same or different color, in a smooth band or 
stamped soldier course pattern. NOTE: In some cases, the border may be the white stripe of 
the crosswalk area, see photograph next page, or 

c. Be constructed with an alternate paving material of similar look and qualities that is approved 
by the City. 
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E. Round-a-bouts 
Round-a-bouts have become more popular in the South Florida region over the last ten (10) years 
as a way to enhance the aesthetic quality of an area as well as achieve some traffic calming benefits. 
The City has successfully introduced several round-a-bouts on collector roads, not only as a 
beautification of the surrounding neighborhood, but also as an effective traffic calming element. 
Round-a-bouts are currently located on N.E. 38th Street, N.E. 34th Court, and N.W. 38th Street. As 
with intersection and crosswalk treatments, these round-a-bouts include specialty paving in their 
design. They also include planting areas in the center circle and approaches, and sometimes 
landscape lighting, as well. 
 
As a general rule, the larger the area for the design of a round-a-bout, the better it will function. For 
small round-a-bouts, the movement of traffic through them can be tight. While this is ideal for traffic 
calming purposes, it causes the designers to accommodate these turning movements with 
mountable curbs and drivable aprons around them, which are necessary for large vehicles and 
trucks to get around. These apron areas cannot be converted to planting areas. The City shall 
require these aprons have specialty paving along with the other median islands on the approaches 
to it, as well as the designated crosswalk areas. The concrete unit pavers in these islands shall be 
the same as described in the previous section 2.D.1 – Intersection Treatment. (See Photograph 
page 58.) 
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The planting designs of the existing round-a-bouts in the City have been a mix of native and non-
native plants; some that need to be trimmed often, and others not at all; and some that require 
frequent watering, and others much less. The City would like to create a more uniform look and 
branding theme for the planting designs in the future. The circles, all relatively small so far, have all 
received some type of specimen palm, either a ‘Medjool’ Date, a Wild Date (Sylvester), or a Triangle 
Palm. Future round-a-bouts shall require the planting of a signature tree or palm along with native, 
or drought tolerant plants, that are low maintenance and do not require a lot of trimming and have 
similar maintenance and watering needs. The City would like to see landscape designs for their 
round-a-bouts that include a specimen Live Oak as the feature element when the diameter of the 
center circular planting area is 25’ or greater. For all other round-a-bouts with a diameter of circle 
less than 25’ a specimen Wild Date Palm (Sylvester) or ‘Medjool’ Date Palm should be planted. In 
addition, the signature look of each round-a-bout shall include Pink Muhly Grass at least two (2) of 
the following list of shrubs/ground covers. 
 

Table 18. Round-a-bout Shrubs and Ground Covers 

Common Name Species Name Native/Non-Native 

++Muhly Grass Muhlenbergia capillaris Native 

++Dwarf Fakahatchee Tripsicum floridanum Native 

Dwarf Yaupon Holly Ilex vomitoria ‘Nana’ Native 

Indian Hawthorn Rhaphiolepis indica Non-Native 

Dwarf Ixora Ixora chinensis Non-Native 

Ixora ‘Nora Grant’ Ixora coccinea  Non-Native 
++Dwarf Schefflera ‘Trinette’ Schefflera arboricola ‘Trinette’ Non-Native 

Coontie Zamia pumila Native 

Green Island Ficus Ficus microcarpa ‘Green Island’ Non-Native 

++Parson’s Juniper Juniperus chinensis ‘Parsonii’ Non-Native 

Shore Juniper Juniperus conferta Non-Native 

Lily Turf Liriope spp. Non-native 
++Signature Species 
 
Future round-a-bout lighting shall consist of a minimum of four (4) landscape up-lights focused on 
the upper trunk and canopy of the specimen tree or palm. The planting of the shrubs around the 
base of the tree/palm shall not block the lights from shining on the tree/palm. The intensity of the 
landscape up-lights in the round-a-bouts shall be no more than 50 watt MH or 16 watt LED lamps 
(or the equivalent), and a maximum output of 4,000 lumens each. The lighting may be either above 
ground fixtures, or recessed, in ground fixtures. If they are in ground fixtures, they must have an IP 
rating of 68. 
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F. City Branding at Entranceways and Neighborhood Signs 
In addition to street trees and median plantings in public roadways, one of the best opportunities for 
branding and creating a unique identity for the City is to create special, themed planting designs at 
the entrances into the City. This can be accomplished through the use of signature plants, such as 
specimen trees and palms, and a more uniformed treatment of the understory plant materials. This 
signature landscape design can be used in conjunction with one of the City’s standard monument 
signs or without any signage. At major gateways into the City, the City’s standard sign announcing 
entrance into the City shall be used. At other minor gateways and main entrances into 
neighborhoods, the City’s slightly smaller standard neighborhood signs shall be used. Details and 
photos of these sign types are shown below. 
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At all City entranceways outside of the Downtown area, the signature large trees shall be Live Oak, 
Gumbo Limbo, and Pink Tabebuia. In some instances, a cluster of South Florida Slash Pines can 
be introduced, if there is enough space at that location and the soil and planting conditions are 
adequate for them. The signature small, flowering trees shall be either Orange (or White) Geiger or 
Bulnesia trees. The signature palms shall be Royal Palms, Veitchia ‘Montgomery’ Palms, or Sabal 
(Cabbage) Palms. The understory plant material shall be divided into two (2) categories. The first 
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category being low plants that can be installed in front of the signs without blocking the sign letters, 
and the second category shall be medium to large shrubs that can be planted on either side of the 
sign as well as behind it. For ease of maintenance, the trunks of most, if not all, of the trees and 
palms shall be located within a landscape bed of shrubs and ground covers. For all future 
entranceways and sign features the signature shrubs and groundcovers shall be Blanket Flower or 
Trailing Lantana in front of the sign, and Pink Muhly Grass, Coontie, Indian Hawthorn, and Spider 
Lily for the areas on either side and behind the sign. In addition to these signature plants, the 
following list of shrubs and ground covers may also be planted in these entranceway areas. 
Alternative selections can be considered based on specific conditions and neighborhood 
considerations. 
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Table 19. Shrubs and Ground Covers for City and Neighborhood Signs Without Pedestals 

 
Table 20. Shrubs and Ground Covers for City and Neighborhood Signs With Pedestals 

Common Name Species Name Native/Non-Native 

Dwarf Yaupon Holly Ilex vomitoria ‘Nana’ Native 

Dwarf Fakahatchee Tripsicum floridanum Native 

Bahama Wild Coffee Psychotria ligustrifolia Native 

Sea Lavender Argusia gnaphalodes Native 

++Coontie Zamia pumila Native 

++Muhly Grass Muhlenbergia capillaris Native 

++Spider Lily Hymenocallis latifolia Native 

Green Island Ficus Ficus microcarpa ‘Green Island’ Non-Native 

++Indian Hawthorn Rhaphiolepis indica Non-Native 

Pittosporum Pittosporum spp. Non-Native 

Dwarf Ixora Ixora chinensis Non-Native 

Dwarf Schefflera ‘Trinette’ Schefflera arboricola ‘Trinette’ Non-Native 

Ti Plant Cordyline terminalis Non-Native 

Wax Jasmine Jasminum volubile Non-Native 

++Signature Species 

   

Common Name Species Name Native/Non-Native 

Powderpuff Mimosa strigillosa Native 

++Blanket Flower Gaillardia pulchella Native 

Ornamental (perennial) Peanut Arachis glabrata Non-Native 

Mondo Grass Ophiopogon japonicas Non-Native 

Parson’s Juniper Juniperus chinensis ‘Parsonii’ Non-Native 

Shore Juniper Juniperus conferta Non-Native 

++Trailing Lantana Lantana montevidensis Non-Native 

Purple Queen Tradescantia pallida Non-Native 



 
 

62 | P a g e  

Landscape and Streetscape Design Standards 2016 

G. Traffic Calming Features 
In addition to round-a-bouts and specialty paving at intersections and crosswalks, there are a variety 
of other traffic calming devices that may be used to slow traffic down in neighborhoods. These 
features are usually installed on City-owned and maintained streets in residential areas. When 
deemed appropriate, the City staff may require that any of the following features be implemented 
on a project. In addition, if a neighborhood wishes to have speed humps or other traffic calming 
devices instead, they must first contact the City and follow the procedures set forth in Chapter 18 of 
the municipal code. 
 
1. Speed Tables 

A speed table is similar to a speed hump although usually much larger or wider. Unlike a speed 
hump, which goes up and then down fairly quickly, a speed table has a fairly large flat area in 
between the up and down ramps. Sometimes, a speed table can take up an entire intersection. 
Other times, a speed table can be installed in conjunction with a high traffic pedestrian crossing 
area. These features can be entirely made of regular asphalt, or they can be designed with 
concrete unit pavers. If they are made of specialty pavement shall be Super Octo, 2-3/8” 
concrete unit pavers by Oldcastle/Coastal with a blend of red and charcoal colors with a boarder 
of one (1) row of shoulder course pavers adjacent to a twelve (12) inch wide concrete band. In 
addition, all speed tables shall be appropriately marked and signed as per City and County 
requirements. 

 
2. Speed Humps 

Speed “humps” differ from speed “bumps” in that they are more rounded in shape and much 
wider than speed bumps. They are usually somewhere between 10 feet and 18 feet wide. Speed 
humps are often grouped together on a long street to increase their effectiveness. This type of 
feature can be made entirely of regular asphalt, or it can be upgraded with stamped asphalt 
patterns and colors. If stamped asphalt is used, it shall be only one (1) color, red, in a herringbone 
pattern with a 12” wide boarder of the same or different color in a smooth band or stamped 
soldier course pattern. All speed humps shall be appropriately marked and signed as per City 
and County requirements. 

 
3. Rumble Strips 

Rumble Strips are similar to speed humps except they are not elevated, they contain a texture 
surface. These are made of either concrete unit pavers or stamped asphalt, but they are flat and 
installed flush with the adjacent asphalt pavement. The sound of the vehicles tires going over 
the textured surface gives it its name, and it is that sound that involuntarily causes drivers to 
slow down. If concrete unit pavers are used they shall be as specified above in section G.1 
Speed Tables. If stamped asphalt is provided, it shall be the same as specified above in Section 
G.2 Speed “humps”. Since these features are not actually considered obstacles in the roadway, 
they do not require special signing and marking. 
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4. Roadway Narrowing (AKA Traffic “Choker”, or “Chicane”) 
A Roadway narrowing is very similar to a rumble strip in that it is not normally raised up. Often 
times, there is curbing installed on either side of a roadway narrowing feature in order to increase 
visibility of the feature and to physically direct vehicles through the narrowed section of road. 
Although these types of features can be made of regular asphalt, they are most often constructed 
of concrete unit pavers to add that rumble strip effect. If specialty paving is used it shall be the 
same as described in subsection G.1.Speed Tables, on the previous page. All roadway 
narrowing’s shall be appropriately marked and signed as per City and County requirements. 

 

5. Traffic Delineators 
Sometimes traffic delineators are installed along a roadway in order to control the direction and 
flow of traffic, as well as to act as a traffic calming element. These are most often made of plastic 
and reflective materials, and are about 24”-30” in height. They are typically placed very close 
together in order to control the flow of traffic. 

 

 

Speed Hump          Rumble Strip 
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Road Narrowing with Rumble Strip 

 
 

H. Sidewalks 
Safe and pleasant pedestrian circulation is one of the most important aspects of any City. Including 
sidewalks as part of any new projects is essential. 
1. Sidewalks should be safe, shaded, and convenient. 
 
2. The sidewalk surface should be easily negotiated by all sidewalk users. It should not present 

any unnecessary obstructions and should not be composed of a material that will be dangerous 
or uncomfortable under any conditions. 

 
3. Sidewalks should be a minimum of 5’ in width and should be introduced along all roadways in 

the City, wherever possible.  
 
4. All sidewalks and curb ramps at intersections, sidewalks at driveways, and sidewalks at transit 

stops must adhere to all A.D.A. accessibility requirements. 
 
5. All sidewalks shall meet the standards of the City of Oakland Park’s Engineering Department. 
 
6.  Mostly, sidewalks will be constructed of concrete. In some special cases, however, the City may 

require that certain sidewalk areas be constructed of specialty paving materials. When that is 
the case, then concrete unit pavers similar to that described in section 2.D.2.-Specialty Paving 
at Crosswalks shall be used. In addition, since there is no vehicular traffic on these areas, a clay 
brick paver may also be used. 
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I. Bikeways 
Roadway surfaces must be designed to accommodate bicyclists and should connect to the 
surrounding bicycle systems and link to parks, open spaces, schools, libraries, civic buildings and 
other adjacent neighborhoods. Bike lanes shall meet all local, County, and State transportation 
regulations. Bikeway improvements shall be made along collector and local streets connecting to 
existing, or proposed, bikeway systems. Accommodations for bicyclists should be primarily for the 
recreational or leisure cyclist.  
 
Areas that are designated for bicyclists should use paving materials that are smooth and free of 
obstruction. There must be a clearly designated separation between bicycle zones and vehicular 
areas. This separation can visually be established by using varying colors, or materials, where 
possible. 
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Example of Bike Lane Separator from Roadway 

 

J. Benches 
For seating areas provided as part of any roadway project, the City requires a curved woven metal 
type bench. Benches may be any length, but shall have center arm rests to prevent overnight use. 
Benches shall not be placed in such a way as to obstruct the flow of pedestrian traffic. Benches 
shall be placed in shaded areas wherever possible. Commercial advertisements on benches are 
not permitted. This subsection does not apply to benches located within transit stops. The specified 
bench to use in the City is: 
Manufacturer: Landscape Forms 
Model Scarborough bench, woven metal 
Color: Ivy Powdercoat 
 
The Scarborough bench is available in 24", 48", 72", or 96" lengths with center arms available in 
the 72" or 96" lengths; the 96” length is available with two intermediate arms. It is also available as 
a bench without a back. 
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Section 5: City Facilities 
These standards pertain to City parks, City buildings, and to other utility type uses such as lift stations. 
These planting standards address both the aesthetic qualities and functional requirements of the 
landscape treatments for these types of municipal facilities. 

 

A. Parks 
The landscape planting standards for City parks shall place an emphasis on using native or drought 
tolerant plants with fairly low maintenance needs. While parks need to be beautiful and nicely 
landscaped, there needs to be a balance achieved by reducing watering and maintenance costs. 
The landscape design for any park should take a minimalist approach. The use of trees and palms, 
and especially shrubs and groundcover, should be very well thought out and planted only in areas 
where they are most beneficial and highly visible to the public. Examples of these types of areas 
might be parking areas, entrance ways, and park signs, lining walkways and providing shade for 
benches. 
 
1. Parks without Athletic Fields: These parks provide more opportunity for additional planting than 

parks with athletic fields which typically are a more intense use. Examples of these parks in the 
City include the N.W. 39th Street Greenway, Royal Palm Park, and Jaco Pastorius Park. These 
parks provide the best opportunity to plant more South Florida Slash Pine trees since these are 
large trees and require a fairly large area in which to be planted. Also, Slash Pines tend to look 
better and grow better when they can be planted in big groupings and mulched with pine straw 
which helps to lower the pH of the soil that they are planted in. Slash Pines prefer a lower pH of 
soil than our usually higher alkaline soils. In addition to South Florida Slash Pines, an emphasis 
shall be placed on adding more shade trees in the parks. While most of the trees should be 
native, there is an opportunity to incorporate some flowering and tropical trees into the design 
as well. The use of shrubs and groundcovers should not be extensive and should be located in 
entrance ways, gathering areas, and other highly trafficked areas of the park. Therefore, the 
signature trees and palms for Passive Parks in the City shall be Live Oak, South Florida Slash 
Pine, Gumbo Limbo, Bulnesia, Pink Tabebuia, and Sabal Palm. 
 

2. Parks with Athletic Fields: These parks host more intensive recreational uses, such as ball fields, 
tennis courts, and basketball courts. Examples of these athletic field parks in the City are 
Stevens Field and Wimberly Field. Since a majority of the land area in these parks is dedicated 
to fields, courts, buildings, and parking, there is less opportunity to add more landscaping. The 
landscape designs for these types of parks are much more functional. The placement of trees 
and palms is almost strategic in nature. Every tree has a purpose, whether it is for shade or for 
screening. Again, the emphasis shall be on planting native or drought tolerant trees with fairly 
low maintenance requirements. There is less opportunity to introduce flowering or tropical trees, 
and very little opportunity to add South Florida Slash Pines trees. The planting of shrubs and 
groundcovers should also be well thought out and minimal in nature. The main purpose of these 
plants shall be to screen views, provide noise reduction, block spillover light, and enhance 
entrance areas and other high traffic areas. Therefore, the signature trees and palms for these 
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active, intense use Parks in the City shall be Live Oak, Silver Buttonwood, Simpson Stopper, 
Orange Geiger, Sabal Palm, and Foxtail Palms. 

 

B. City Buildings 
The landscape planting standards for city buildings, such as City Hall, Recreational Centers or Fire 
Stations, shall be even more structured and functional than for City parks. The available area around 
most City buildings for landscaping is very limited, so opportunities to provide extensive landscape 
designs are reduced. However, there are usually opportunities to plant trees and palms in parking 
areas, entrance ways, along walkways, and in other yard areas. Some municipal buildings, such as 
City Hall and the Fire Stations have a little more planting area in which to add landscaping then 
public works and utility facilities. Some general landscape themes have emerged at both of the Fire 
Stations and at the City Hall building. The predominant trees are Royal Palms, Live Oaks, and Sabal 
Palms. In addition, there is a nice mix of Bulnesia, Pink Tabebuia and Orange Geiger trees which 
add color to the landscape, along with understory plantings of mostly native, drought tolerant shrubs 
and groundcovers. In the future, the City would like to see even more native, low maintenance type 
of plants added to the landscape, or as replacements, to achieve an even greater reduction in water 
usage and maintenance costs. The City would also like to see some South Florida Slash Pines 
introduced into these landscapes, wherever possible. Therefore, the signature trees and palms for 
City buildings shall be Live Oak, South Florida Slash Pine, Bulnesia, Pink Tabebuia, Orange Geiger, 
Royal Palm, Montgomery Palm, and Sabal Palm. 
 
The planting areas around most of the City recreation buildings, public works, and utility facilities 
are already landscaped, or offer very little opportunity for more planting. The landscaping for these 
types of buildings should be focused on screening trees, foundation shrubs, and possibly some 
entrance way beautification. The tree species shall primarily be that of medium to small trees, mostly 
native, for screening purposes, such as Stoppers, Green and Silver Buttonwood, and Pigeon Plum. 
The shrubs and groundcovers shall primarily be native or drought tolerant and very low 
maintenance. The use of these plants should be well thought out and have a very specific purpose 
and be located in highly visible areas. Therefore, the signature shrubs and groundcovers shall be 
Dwarf Firebush, Croton, Dwarf Ixora, Coontie, Muhly Grass, Jamaica Caper, Spider Lily, Green 
Island Ficus, Indian Hawthorne, and Parson’s Juniper. 
 
The following is an overall list of suggest plants for use at City facilities, such as parks and City 
buildings. 
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Table 21. Plant Materials for City Facilities 

Trees Palms Shrubs Ground Covers 

++Bulnesia /Verawood ++Royal Palm ++Dwarf Firebush ++Green Island 
Ficus 

Live Oak ++Montgomery Palm Horizontal Cocoplum Dwarf Yaupon 
Holly 

++South Florida Slash 
Pine 

++Sabal Palm / 
Cabbage Palm 

++Dwarf Schefflera 
‘Trinette’ 

++Parson’s 
Juniper 

Silver Buttonwood Foxtail Palm Myrisine Shore Juniper 

++Pink Tabebuia  Silver Buttonwood ++Coontie 

Simpson Stopper  Simpson’s Stopper ++Spider Lily 

++Orange Geiger  Wild Coffee ++Muhly Grass 

Gumbo Limbo  Croton  

  Hibiscus  

  ++Indian Hawthorne  

  Carrisa  

  ++Jamaica Caper  
  Sandankwa Viburnum  

  Wax Jasmine  

++Signature Species 

 

C. Utility Services (Public Works, Lift Stations, Easements) 
The landscape planting standards for utility facilities in the City of Oakland Park shall place a strong 
emphasis on the use of very hardy plant materials, which are native or drought tolerant and that 
require very little trimming and maintenance. The biggest opportunity for additional planting in these 
areas is around lift stations. These facilities are located throughout the entire City and are often 
situated in residential neighborhoods. While wanting to screen and beautify these lift stations, the 
plantings must not interfere with the underground and overhead utility lines in the immediate area. 
They also must not require a lot of watering and maintenance. For this reason, the plant material 
for these areas shall consist of mainly native and ornamental grasses which do not have to be 
trimmed often. Other utility areas, storage yards, and easements may only have a need for 
screening. In that case, a planting of medium and small trees or palms along with some large shrubs 
that are native or drought tolerant shall be utilized.  
 
The following is an overall list of suggest plants for use at Utility facilities, including Lift Stations. 
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Table 22. Plants for Utility Areas and Lift Stations 

Lift Station Plants 

Silver Buttonwood ◦Sand Cordgrass 

◦Simpson’s Stopper Blueberry Flax Lily 

◦Pigeon Plum Macho Fern 

Bulnesia / Verawood ◦Wart Fern 

◦Florida Thatch Palm Gold Mound 

Spanish Stopper ◦Dwarf Firebush 

◦Small Leaf Clusia ◦Walter’s Viburnum 

*Cardboard Palm ◦Muhly Grass  

Orange Geiger Coontie 

Sabal Palm Red and White Fountain Grass 

◦Cat Palm Thryallis 

Red Tip Cocoplum  

◦ Denotes plant materials which should be used most frequently 
* Use as accent only. 
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Section 6. References  
 
Betrock's Reference Guide to Florida Landscape Plants by Timothy K. Broschat and Alan W. Meerow 
as the source for the mature height of a tree. 
 
Betrock's Guide to Landscape Palms by Alan W. Meerow for the average frond length of a palm tree.  
 

Florida Department of Agriculture, published by the Division of Plant Industry for the "Grades and 
Standards of Nursery Plants". 
 
Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council (FEPPC) for list of category 1 (most invasive) species.  
 
State of Florida Department of Agriculture as adopted in the Florida Administrative Code 5B-57.007 
for the Noxious Weed list. 
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Appendices 
 

Appendix A.  Planting Details 
 
Appendix B.  Recommend Plant List 
 
Appendix C.  Prohibited Plant List 
 
Appendix D. Landscape Maintenance Best Management Practices 
 
Appendix E.  Home Owners Guide 

 
 

 


