
 

 

 

 
Page 1 of 27 

ORDINANCE NO. O-2022-XXX 1 

 2 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 3 
OAKLAND PARK, FLORIDA; AMENDING THE CITY’S CODE OF 4 
ORDINANCES, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 24 ENTITLED LAND 5 
DEVELOPMENT CODE BY SPECIFICALLY AMENDING ARTICLE XI 6 
ENTITLED SIGNS, SECTIONS 24-143 THROUGH 24-152 TO 7 
PROVIDE AMENDED SIGN DEFINTIONS, PROVIDING 8 
REGULATIONS ON ANIMATED SIGNS, PROVIDING FOR 9 
PROHIBITIONS ON POLE SIGNS WITH AN AMORTIZATION 10 
SCHEDULE, PROVIDING CERTAIN REGULATIONS ON GROUND 11 
SIGNS, PROVIDING CERTAIN TIME RESTRICTIONS  FOR 12 
TEMPORARY SIGNS, AND THE PROHIBITION OF CERTAIN 13 
OUTDOOR DISPLAYS OF MERCHANDISE; PROVIDING FOR 14 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR 15 
CODIFICATION; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE 16 

 17 

WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Oakland Park has determined that it is in the best 18 
interest of the residents of the City to amend the City’s Code of Ordinances by amending Chapter 24 19 
entitled Land Development Code by specifically amending Article XI. Signs, Sections 24-143 through 24-20 
152 to provide amended sign definitions, providing regulations on animated signs, providing for 21 
prohibitions on pole signs with an amortization schedule, providing certain regulations on ground signs, 22 
providing certain time restrictions for temporary signs, and the prohibition of certain outdoor displays of 23 
merchandise. 24 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 25 
OAKLAND PARK, FLORIDA THAT:  26 

SECTION 1. The foregoing “Whereas” clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as being true 27 
and correct and are made a part of this Ordinance. 28 

SECTION 2. That Chapter 24 entitled Land Development Code, specifically Article XI. Signs, 29 
Sections 24-143 through 24-152 is hereby amended as follows: 30 

 31 

Sec. 24-143. Generally. 32 

(A) Purpose. The purpose of this article is to create a comprehensive system of street graphic controls, 33 
thereby facilitating clear communication, reduced traffic hazards and an enhanced aesthetic 34 
appearance of the city.  35 

(B) Definitions. 36 

(1) Aggregate frontage: For the purpose of this section aggregate frontage shall be defined 37 
and determined as follows:  38 

Interior lots. Actual lineal right-of-way frontage.  39 

Through lots. Actual lineal right-of-way frontage along principal right-of-way or frontage.  40 

Corner lots. The sum of the straight line lineal distances along the principle and secondary 41 
frontages extended beyond corner chords, radius and turn lanes to the point of intersection.  42 

Interrupted corner parcels. The sum of the actual lineal principal and secondary right-of-way 43 
frontages exclusive of outparcel(s).  44 
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(2) Animated sign: A sign which utilizes motion of any part by any means, or displays flashing, 45 
oscillating, sequential or intermittent lights other than time or temperature and shall include 46 
barber poles. Animated signs include those using video screens, digital pixels, LED, or 47 
other methods that have the ability to change imagery or information as well as any sign 48 
that can change imagery or text electronically or mechanically or by any method other than 49 
a person or persons physically present at the sign physically adding or removing text or 50 
images. A person physically holding and/or moving a sign on an ongoing basis, not for 51 
repair, maintenance, or replacement, as a method of drawing attention from the public is 52 
also an animated sign. 53 

(3) Banner sign: A temporary sign having the characters, letters or illustrations applied to cloth, 54 
paper or fabric of any kind with only such material for backing.  55 

(4) Bunting: Any kind of pennant, streamer or other similar fabric decoration. This becomes a 56 
part of a temporary sign.  57 

(5) Bench sign: Any sign painted on or attached to a bench or to a shelter for persons awaiting 58 
public transportation.  59 

(6) Building identification sign: A sign, regardless of its content, that is placed at the top edge 60 
of a building or at its building or site entrance. shows the name or address of a building.  61 

(7) Cold air balloon or balloon sign: Any sign of fabric type material, inflated by cold air to a 62 
point of semi-rigidity for the purpose of floating above the ground.  63 

(8) Contractor sign: A temporary sign, regardless of its content, that is placed at an active 64 
construction site where development permits have been issued where designating the 65 
name of the general contractor or subcontractor or both the undertaking of real property 66 
improvements, whether commercial or residential, are underway.  67 

(9) Corner site: For the purpose of this section a corner site shall be defined as a site having 68 
frontage on two (2) intersecting roads. Sites having frontage on two (2) intersecting roads 69 
which frontage is interrupted by one (1) or more outparcels shall be considered a corner 70 
site. However, any frontage associated with an outparcel shall not be included in the 71 
frontage calculation of the corner site.  72 

(10) Development identification sign: A sign, regardless of its content, that is placed at the 73 
entrance to a residential or commercial neighborhood or development. that is permitted to 74 
be installed only around the perimeter of a development to identify the development.  75 

(11) Directional sign: A sign, regardless of its content, that is placed at an intersection or area 76 
where motor vehicles or pedestrians would need to change their direction of travel or 77 
choose a direction of travel 78 

(a) A noncommercial sign permanently erected and maintained by the city, county or state, or 79 
any agency thereof, to denote the name of any thoroughfare, the route to any city, 80 
educational institution, public building, park, recreational facility or hospital; to direct and 81 
regulate traffic; to denote any transportation or transmission company for the direction or 82 
safety of the public.  83 

(b) A noncommercial sign located on and relating to an activity on the premises upon which the 84 
sign is located, providing information to pedestrian and vehicular traffic, e.g. "entrance," "exit," 85 
"caution" and "no trespassing."  86 

(c) A sign within a development, or at the entrance(s) thereto, showing the name(s) and 87 
directions to the location(s) of the subdivisions comprising the development, a sales office, 88 
etc.  89 

(12) Reserved Directory sign: An index consisting of the names of tenants of an office building, 90 
shopping center or other multitenant business complex.  91 

(13) Façade: The face of a building from the ground to the roof line.  92 
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(14) Reserved Grand opening sign: A temporary sign announcing the first opening of a 93 
business not previously conducted in the city by the same person(s), at the particular 94 
location or the first sale of dwellings in a project. It may be wood, paper, cloth, bunting or 95 
banner pennants.  96 

(15) Ground or monument sign: Any freestanding solid monument structure containing a sign 97 
face which is supported solely by its own ground-mounted base and which is not attached 98 
or affixed in any way to a building or other structure. A permanent sign mounted on a fence 99 
or screening  wall is also a ground sign. 100 

(16) Illuminated sign: Any sign having characters, letters, designs, logos or outlines illuminated 101 
by continuous electric lights or luminous tubes designed for that purpose, whether or not 102 
said lights or tubes are physically attached to the sign.  103 

(17) Local roadway: For the purpose of this section a local roadway shall mean any roadway 104 
other than those specified as a major roadway as defined in this section.  105 

(18) Major roadway: For the purpose of this section of the Land Development Code a major 106 
roadway shall mean U.S. 1 (North Federal Highway), North Dixie Highway, North Andrews 107 
Avenue, N.W. 9 Avenue (Powerline Road), N.W. 31 Avenue, N.E. 62 Street (Commercial 108 
Boulevard), Prospect Road (from North Dixie Highway to N.W. 10 Terrace) and Oakland 109 
Park Boulevard.  110 

(19) Model sign: A sign, regardless of its content, which is placed at a designates a particular 111 
building designed as a dwelling unit but being used commercially in a new residential 112 
development as a sales office or is being which is exhibited to depict other units of a similar 113 
design that are for sale.  114 

(20) Multitenant center: Any shopping center, office center, business center or industrial center 115 
in which two (2) or more occupancies abut each other or share common parking facilities 116 
or driveways or are otherwise related, including common ingress/egress drives.  117 

(21) Off-premises sign: Any sign, regardless of its content, that is sold, rented, provided, or 118 
leased to a user that is not the owner of a business establishment physically located at that 119 
property and issued a Certificate of Use for that business, and that business serves a 120 
bonified purpose other than merely the placing or maintaining of that sign, or the sign user 121 
is not a resident of that property. advertising a commercial establishment, activity, product, 122 
service or entertainment, which is sold, produced, manufactured, available or furnished at 123 
a place other than on the property on which the sign is located  124 

(22) Outparcel: A freestanding site or building consisting of a business or establishment 125 
unrelated to any other business or establishment located within or on the principal building 126 
or site.  127 

(23) Pole-sign: Any permanent sign erected upon a pole, poles, or a pylon, and which is wholly 128 
independent of any building and/or other structure for support.. 129 

(24) Political sign: Any temporary sign, regardless of content, which indicates the name, cause 130 
or affiliation of anyone seeking public office or which indicates any issue for which is only 131 
installed before a public election is scheduled to be held.  132 

(25) Portable sign: Any temporary sign not permanently attached to the ground or other 133 
permanent structure or a sign designed to be transported, including, but not limited to, 134 
signs designed to be transported by means of wheels; skid-mounted signs; signs 135 
converted to A- or T-frames; menu and sandwich Board signs; balloons used as signs; any 136 
type of inflated or windblown object with the purpose of directing attention to a business or 137 
activity; any type of feather, teardrop, or other non-quadrilateral-shaped flag  and signs 138 
attached to or painted on vehicles parked to clearly provide advertising close to the public 139 
right-of-way, unless said vehicle is used in the normal day-to-day operations of the 140 
business, driven away from the premises at least two time per week for service calls or to 141 
transport workers to their residences (as could be proven by changes to the odometer 142 
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reading), the sign area is less than two (2) square feet per side, and there is no reasonable 143 
alternative storage parking space.  144 

(26) Principal frontage: 145 

1. The greater of two (2) frontages of a corner site when both intersecting roads are major 146 
roadways or when both intersecting roads are local roadways.  147 

2. The frontage of a corner site on a major roadway when the second frontage is on a 148 
local roadway.  149 

(27) Project sign: A sign announcing a project under construction or an intended use of the 150 
premises in the immediate future.  151 

(28) Projecting sign: A sign directly attached to and extending from a building or other structure 152 
by more than fifteen (15) inches.  153 

(29) Real estate sign: A temporary sign erected on-site by the owner or his agent, indicating , 154 
regardless of content, installed at a property which is actively being marketed for rent, 155 
lease, or sale, open for inspection, shown by appointment only or similar announcement 156 
and only permitted at that property while it is actively being marketed for rent, lease or sale 157 
other than short-term rentals or rentals as a regular course of business for the 158 
establishment.  159 

(30) Roof sign: A sign erected over, across or on the roof of any building, which is dependent 160 
on the roof, parapet or upper walls of a building for support.  161 

(31) Sidewalk or sandwich sign: A moveable sign not permanently secured or attached to the 162 
ground.  163 

(32) Sign: Any structure and all parts composing the same, together with the frame, background 164 
or support therefore, which is used for advertising or display purposes or any statutory, 165 
sculpture molding, casting or other objects used for advertising or display purposes, or any 166 
flags, bunting or material used for display or advertising purposes, or for the purpose of 167 
attracting the attention of the public.  168 

(33) Sign area: 169 

(a) Pole sign: Area in square feet per sign face. (Two (2) faces only)  170 
(b) Ground sign: Area in square feet per sign face. (Two (2) faces only) as well as an area 171 

in square feet to measure the sign’s structure, unless the ground sign is integrated into 172 
a fence or screening or a screening/property dividing wall. 173 

See Figure 1 below for graphical computation methods only to measure the area per sign face.  174 

Figure 1 175 
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 176 

(c) Wall signs and Window signs containing integral background areas:  177 

The area of a sign containing a clearly defined background area as defined herein shall 178 
be the area of the smallest geometric shape capable of encompassing the perimeter of 179 
the background area of the sign.  180 

In the case of signs in which multiple background areas are separated by space, sign 181 
area shall be expressed as the sum of the areas of all separate background areas, 182 
calculated as referenced above, but without regard for space between separate 183 
background areas.  184 

(d) Wall signs and window signs without integral background areas:  185 

In instances in which a sign consists of individual elements such as letters, symbols, or 186 
other graphics, or representations that are painted, attached to, or otherwise affixed to a 187 
surface such as a wall, window, canopy, architectural projection, or to any surface not 188 
specifically designed to serve as a sign background, the sign area shall be expressed as 189 
the sum of the individual areas of the smallest geometric shapes capable of 190 
encompassing the perimeters of the individual elements comprising the sign.  191 
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See the below Figure 2 for graphical computation methods.  192 

Figure 2 193 

 194 

(34) Sign height: Freestanding sign height shall be measured from the elevation of the sidewalk 195 
adjacent to the frontage to the top of the sign’s structure. In the event no sidewalk exists, 196 
height shall be measured from the crown of the road average finished grade measured 197 
around the perimeter of the sign structure at its closest point to the sign location.  198 

(35) Snipe sign: A sign which is tacked, nailed, posted, pasted, glued or otherwise attached to 199 
trees, poles, stakes, walls, trash receptacles or fences, or to other objects, and the 200 
advertising matter appearing thereon is not applicable to the present use of the premises 201 
upon which such sign is located. Legal notices required by law are exempted.  202 

(36) Temporary sign: Any sign constructed of in a temporary manner such that a structural 203 
building permit was not granted for its construction or installation. Such sign is required to 204 
be displayed for a limited period as specified in section 24-149, Table 3 shall be deemed a 205 
temporary sign.  206 
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(37) Wall sign: A sign which is affixed to an exterior wall, fascia, cantilever, marquee, awning or 207 
mansard of any building which is parallel thereto and supported by said wall, fascia, 208 
cantilever, marquee, awning, mansard or building. No sign shall project higher than the top 209 
of said wall, fascia, mansard or building.  210 

(38) Window: For the purpose of this section a window shall be defined as that portion of a first 211 
or second floor façade consisting of a glass like material designed to provide viewing of the 212 
interior from an adjacent exterior walkway and which shall be no less than seventy-five (75) 213 
percent transparent from the exterior during daylight hours. Window area is defined as 214 
contiguous window panels separated by dividers less than six (6) inches in width.  215 

(39) Window sign: A permanent sign painted on a store front window or door, or temporary 216 
signs attached thereto indicating the name of the business and/or main or accessory 217 
services or products or both.  218 

Sec. 24-144. Prohibited signs. 219 

(A) The following signs are prohibited anywhere in the city:  220 

(1) Animated signs except time and temperature and barber poles which shall be limited to two 221 
(2) feet in length. Exemptions to this prohibition apply only for the following: 222 

(a) motor vehicle fueling stations that are permitted one sign per street frontage only to use 223 
‘seven-segment display character representations’ of letters or numbers, fractional divider 224 
lines, and decimal points for up to three rows of up to six letters or numbers per row as well 225 
as such a sign.  226 

(b) signs installed by governmental agencies for public notice or safety purposes nor to 227 
signs at individual fuel pumps at motor vehicle fuel stations.  228 

(c) Tri-vision panel at billboards only in accordance with Section 24-153.  229 

(2) Reserved. Pole signs. 230 

(3) Buntings, cold air balloons, inflatable attention-getting devices, windblown signs, feather-231 
shaped fabric signs, and flags other than (a) temporary grand opening and authorized 232 
special event signs with approved permit and (b) one (1) United States flag, one (1) State 233 
of Florida flag, and one other noncommercial flag with no written text on poles not to 234 
exceed forty (40) feet in height, one (1) pole each per building.  235 

(4) Obscene signs.  236 

(5) Off-premises commercial signs except at a bus shelter or bus stop bench signs, temporary 237 
project sign (as provided for in section 24-149, Table 3), and billboards (as provided for in 238 
section 24-153).  239 

(6) Portable signs.  240 

(7) Roof signs.  241 

(8) Snipe sign.  242 

(9) Signs, other than signs placed by agencies of governments, shall not be erected on any 243 
public property. No sign shall be placed on any utility pole except for signs installed by the 244 
public utility operating at the utility pole utility identification or similar purpose without the 245 
written consent of the owner and the prior approval of the city commission.  246 

(10) Box or cabinet signs other then for channel letters.  247 

(11) Changeable copy signs other than chalkboard type. 248 

(12)_Translucent acrylic panels larger than 1 square foot. For larger signs, individual letters or 249 
symbols may each require their own translucent acrylic panel. 250 
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(13) internally lit awning, backlit fabric awning, or glossy fabric awning with signage. 251 

Sec. 24-145. Required signs. 252 

(A) The following signs must be placed where relevant:  253 

(1) Warning signs at gasoline stations as prescribed by the fire marshal.  254 

(2) Fire lane markings, no smoking, locked doors, blocked, apartment identification, not an exit 255 
and others as may be prescribed by the fire marshal.  256 

(3) Building identification: 257 

(a) Residential building with four (4) dwelling units or less: Address numerals at least three (3) 258 
inches high which shall be required to be installed within one (1) year of the effective date of 259 
this article.  260 

(b) Residential building with more than four (4) dwelling units and nonresidential buildings: 261 
Address numerals at least ten (10) inches high which shall be required to be installed.  262 

(c) Nonresidential buildings in addition to (b) above: Address numerals at least three (3) inches 263 
high by rear doors, which shall be required to be installed within one (1) year of the effective 264 
date of this article.  265 

(d) As a condition for receiving a certificate of occupancy, occupational license or use permit 266 
address numerals shall be permanently placed on a building or store front pursuant to this 267 
section.  268 

(4) Handicapped parking signs.  269 

Sec. 24-146. Public interest and exempt signs. 270 

(A) The following may be permitted on public or private land by resolution of city commission 271 
irrespective of other provisions of this article:  272 

(1) Benches carrying advertising matter placed upon the sidewalks at bus stops by the Junior 273 
Chamber of Commerce or other civic organizations.  274 

(2) Bus shelters, carrying advertising matter, constructed so as not to obstruct vision triangles 275 
at driveways and rights-of-way.  276 

(a) Before consideration of an application to approve a bus stop shelter within the 277 
right-of-way of I-95, a permit shall be issued from the Florida Department of 278 
Transportation and presented to the city.  279 

(b) Before approval by the city of any bus shelter on or extending over private 280 
property, acceptable evidence of the property owner's approval shall be 281 
ascertained.  282 

(3) Signs specifically permitted by the City Commission for location and/or time and date of 283 
public meetings of civic organizations or government agencies to serve a governmental 284 
purpose and installed and removed according to policies. announcing meeting places of 285 
various civic organizations at strategic points along the highways.  286 

(4) Reserved. Directional signs for churches, public schools or other like institutions.  287 

(5) Directional signs desired by governmental units.  288 

(6) Such similar signs of a public nature as the commission deems desirable.  289 

(7) Signs installed under the direction or regulation of federal, state, county and/or municipal 290 
agencies including plaques placed by historical agencies shall be permitted.  291 
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Sec. 24-147. Residential district permanent signs. 292 

The following signs are authorized in all residential districts, including MH and RV:  293 

TABLE 1 294 

Development identification sign: 

 Number maximum  1 per street frontage except 2 where attached to symmetrical entrance 
feature  

 Area maximum  24 sq. ft.  

 Height maximum  6 ft.  

Directional sign: 

 Area maximum  4 sq. ft.  

 Other restrictions  No advertising copy, the number can not exceed what is reasonably 
required to achieve clear direction  

Model sign: 

 Number maximum  1 per model lot and per office lot  

 Area maximum  6 sq. ft.  

 Model arrow signs  3 per development not to exceed 4 sq. ft.  

 Flags  2 per model office lot, 1 per model lot  

 Time limit  Until 1 month after building permit is issued for last house in 
development  

 295 

Sec. 24-148. Nonresidential district permanent signs. 296 

Tables 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D and 2E authorize the following signs in NB, B-1, B-2, B-3, I-1, CF and PCC 297 
Districts; in the RO District, each structure shall not have more than one (1) sign, either wall or ground. 298 
Directional signs are also permitted as per section 24-147, Table 1, including BP and CP Districts. Pole 299 
signs are not permitted. A ground sign mounted onto a fence or property dividing wall is exempt from the 300 
sign structure measurement requirements. 301 

TABLE 2A 302 
FREESTANDING SIGNS 303 

Site Descriptions  Signs Permitted  Maximum Height  Maximum Area  Exceptions  

Frontage of less 
than 100 feet on a 
local roadway.  

1 Pole sign or 1 
Ground sign  

Pole: 12 feet  
Ground: 5 8 feet  

Pole: 32 sq. ft.  
Ground: 24  
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Frontage of 100 or 
more feet on a 
local roadway.  

1 Pole sign or 1 
Ground sign  

Pole: 15 feet 
Ground: 5  feet  

Pole::  1 sq. ft. per 
3 feet of frontage 
not to exceed 64 
sq. ft.  
Ground 48 sq. ft.  

 

Frontage of less 
than 100 feet on a 
major roadway.  

1 Pole sign or 1 
Ground sign  

Pole: 20 feet 
Ground: 5  feet  

Pole: 32 sq. ft. 
Ground 48 sq. ft.  

 

Frontage 100 feet 
or more but less 
than 200 feet on a 
major roadway.  

1 Pole sign or 1 
Ground sign  

Pole: 20 feet 
Ground: 5  feet  

Pole: 1 sq. ft. per 3 
feet of frontage 
Ground: 48 sq. ft. 
1 sq. ft. per 3 feet 
of frontage not to 
exceed 64 72 sq. 
ft. 

For pole signs, if 
the setback from 
the right-of-way is 
50 feet or more the 
maximum height 
may be 25 feet 
and the maximum 
area may be 1½ 
sq. ft. per 3 feet of 
frontage.  

Frontage of more 
than 200 feet on a 
major roadway.  

1 Pole sign or 1 
Ground sign  

Pole: 20 feet 
Ground: 5   feet  

Pole: 1 sq. ft. per 3 
feet of frontage not 
to exceed 100 sq. 
ft.  
Ground: 64 sq. ft.  

For pole signs, if 
the setback from 
the right-of-way is 
50 feet or more the 
maximum height 
may be 25 feet 
and the maximum 
area may be 1½ 
sq. ft. per 3 feet of 
frontage not to 
exceed 150 sq. ft.  

Number of establishments  

at site* 

Maximum 
Height 
of Sign 
Structure  

Maximum 
Size 
of Sign 
Structure  

Maximum Size 
of 
Sign Face 
Within the 
Structure  

1 to 3  6 ft.  60 sq. ft.  32 sq. ft.  

4 to 10  7 ft.  77 sq. ft.  40 sq. ft  

11 or more  8 ft.  100 sq. ft.  55 sq. ft  

*Only one sign is allowed at a site per street 
frontage. 

   

 304 

Minimum setbacks for freestanding signs: 305 
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1. Five feet from the right-of-way and five (5) feet from the side property line except in zoning 306 
districts which permit a zero side setback the setback from the side property line may be 307 
zero.  308 

2. If the sign is within an ultimate right-of-way as shown on the Broward County Trafficways 309 
Plan, the owner shall sign a hold harmless agreement to exempt the city from any 310 
relocation costs.  311 

3. Pole signs located within ten (10) feet of a right-of-way or within an otherwise required 312 
clear vision triangle shall have a minimum clearance of nine (9) feet measured from 313 
finished grade of the property to the bottom of the sign.  314 

4. Where setbacks or limited parking areas preclude the safe placement of a freestanding 315 
sign on frontage greater than one hundred (100) feet an additional wall sign may be 316 
permitted in accordance with Table 2B.  317 

TABLE 2B 318 
WALL SIGNS 319 

Number permitted: Two per ground floor establishment having frontage on and directly 
visible from a public right-of-way, multitenant parking lot or internal 
circulation route; but not on the same façade provided that the 
second sign does not face a residential area.  

Maximum area: 15% of the façade of the establishment not to exceed 100 sq. ft. The 
maximum size may be increased by an additional 50 sq. ft. for each 
additional 100 feet of setback from the principal frontage in excess of 
25 feet. However, no wall sign shall exceed 15% of the façade or 200 
sq. ft. whichever is less.  

Maximum height: No higher than 6 inches below the top of façade, wall, parapet or sign 
panel integral to the architecture of the structure. For multistory 
structures top of façade or wall shall be the floor level of the next 
higher floor.  

General requirements: 1. In no instance shall the width of the front identification sign be 
wider than 75% of the width of the façade of the structure, bay(s) or 
signage panel independent of façade.  

 2. Individual freestanding accessory buildings shall be permitted one 
functionally descriptive identifying wall sign describing a customer 
service provided within the structure i.e. carwash, drive-through teller 
etc. Said sign shall not exceed 12 sq. ft. in area or 10% of the façade 
whichever is less.  

 3. In lieu of an otherwise permitted wall sign gasoline service 
stations may install a sign on a canopy providing that said sign does 
not exceed 15% of the canopy fascia and parallel facing façade if 
any. Said canopy sign shall be installed a minimum of 4 inches below 
the top and 4 inches above the bottom of the canopy façade.  

 4. In addition to the above permitted wall signs one name plate sign 
per business shall be permitted. Such name plate shall not be an 
advertisement. It shall not exceed 1½ sq. ft. in total area and shall be 
attached to a front wall, window, or door. It shall consist of individual 
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letters not exceeding 6 inches in height and may include a logo not 
exceeding 9 inches in height.  

 5. In addition each business shall be permitted one rear entry 
information related sign not to exceed 6 sq. ft. in area for the 
purposes of delivery or customer permit information. Said sign may 
be a wall or ground type sign.  

 320 

TABLE 2C 321 
WINDOW SIGNS 322 

Number permitted: Two per window per ground floor establishment with frontage on, 
visible from and direct exterior pedestrian access to a public right-of-
way, internal circulation route or common parking area. Second story 
establishments in a two-story building with frontage on and visible 
from a public right-of-way, internal circulation route or common 
parking area may be permitted one window sign per window.  

Maximum area: Window signs may not exceed a total of 15% of the window in which 
they are located.  

General requirements: Window signs include any interior signs or advertising within five feet 
of the window excluding merchandise display. Merchandise displays 
are special presentations of a store's products used to attract and 
entice the buying public. Merchandise that is stacked, stacked on 
shelves, or hanging peg boards, or equipment is prohibited within a 
90 degree viewshed within 5 (five) feet of a window.  

 323 

TABLE 2D 324 
BUILDING IDENTIFICATION SIGNS 325 

Number permitted: Two per building or one per site roadway frontage up to four per 
building on buildings three (3) floors or more in height.  

Location: On the upper third of the building elevation or façade.  

Maximum area: 5% of the elevation or façade on which the sign is located not to 
exceed 100 sq. ft. The maximum size may be increased by an 
additional 50 sq. ft. for each additional 100 feet of setback in excess 
of 25 feet from the frontage which the sign will face. However, no 
building identification sign shall exceed 5% of the elevation or façade 
on which it is located or 100 sq. ft. whichever is less.  

Maximum area exception: Where two (2) or more building identification signs are permitted on a 
building and the setbacks from the frontages vary or areas of the 
façades on which the signs will be placed vary or both, the allowable 
area for each sign may be the average of the maximum sign area 
permitted for each façade or elevation.  
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Maximum height: No higher than 12 inches below the top of façade, wall, parapet, or 
sign panel integral to the architecture of the building.  

General requirements: 1. In no instance shall the width of the front identification sign be 
wider than 75% of the width of the façade or elevation on which it is 
placed.  

 2. All building identification signs permitted for a building shall 
contain the same copy or content, shall advertise the name of the 
building, complex or one anchor tenant only, and shall not contain 
any product, service or price advertising.  

 326 

TABLE 2E 327 
A. Multitenant Office and Retail Properties 328 

Multitenant office and retail properties are those properties, sites or developments which are 329 
occupied by one or more structures and any combination of more than one retail business, service 330 
business or office, served by a common access and parking area and may be owned or managed by one 331 
or more entities. The following provisions apply to multitenant office and retail properties.  332 

1. The site shall be permitted freestanding signs in accordance with Table 2A.  333 

2. In lieu of a permitted freestanding sign pursuant to Table 2A the site may erect one 334 
freestanding site identification/tenant directory sign not to exceed the following standards.  335 

Maximum height: 208 feet.  

Maximum area: In accordance with permitted pole freestanding signs in Table 2A.  

Permitted content: No less than 20% of the permitted sign area shall be devoted to the 
identification of the site, project or center. The balance of the sign 
area shall be devoted to a tenant directory. No tenant or occupant 
may occupy more space on the sign than any other tenant or 
occupant. All directory lettering shall be of like size, typeface and 
coloring. Only the name and logo of the tenant may occupy directory 
signage. No product, service, price or phone number advertising will 
be permitted. No changeable copy signage will be permitted.  

 336 

3. Each ground floor establishment shall be permitted wall signage in accordance with Table 337 
2B.  338 

4. Ground floor establishments with double store front or corner bays are permitted two signs. 339 
One sign on the primary store front and one sign facing the street or internal circulation 340 
route. Outparcel building signage is regulated by this provision. The area of the secondary 341 
sign shall be no more than 75% of the sign area of the primary sign. Provided, however, 342 
that the maximum allowable area for each sign may be the average of the permitted area 343 
of both.  344 

5. One canopy identification sign per ground floor establishment is permitted not to exceed 3 345 
sq. ft. in area. The sign must be positioned 90 degrees to façade and located in close 346 
proximity to the primary pedestrian entrance to the establishment.  347 
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6. Second story establishments with frontage on and direct exterior pedestrian access to a 348 
public right-of-way, internal circulation route, or common parking area shall be permitted 349 
wall signage in accordance with Table 2B except the sign area shall be limited to 30% of 350 
the sign area permitted.  351 

7. Establishments above the second story shall not be permitted any individual exterior 352 
signage.  353 

B. Multiple Tenant and Mixed Use Signage Plan  354 

In lieu of complying with the prescriptive limits of this Sign Code a multitenant property, site or 355 
development, whether under single ownership or multiple ownership may submit a coordinated signage 356 
plan for the entire property, site or project. Such sign plan shall provide:  357 

1. That all signs conform to the extent possible to this Code.  358 

2. Plans and elevations showing the size and location of all signs proposed, including but not 359 
limited to:  360 

Ground signs  361 

Pole signs  362 

Identification/tenant directory signs  363 

Wall signage; window signage  364 

Canopy signage  365 

Rear identification signage  366 

Directional signage  367 

Informational signage  368 

Address signs  369 

Outparcel signage  370 

Signage specifications including: size, color, style, and lighting.  371 

All multitenant/mixed use signage plans shall be reviewed for compliance with this Code, uniformity 372 
and reasonableness by the development review committee and if determined generally consistent with 373 
the Code permitted by the community development department.  374 

 375 
 376 
 377 

Sec. 24-149. Temporary signs. 378 

TABLE 3 379 

 Residential district  Nonresidential district  

Grand opening sign:At the location of a new establishment or new residential development that has 
been granted a Certificate of Use or Certificate of Occupancy within 90 days: 

Number per project  1 per project within 60 days of 
first opening  

1 per establishment plus flags, 
bunting, & one cold air balloon  

Area maximum  8 sq. ft.  32 sq. ft.  
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Permit requirement Permit required and can only be 
issued once for the project 

Permit required and can only be 
issued once for the 
establishment 

Length of display  90 days 30 days in total  90 days 30 days in total 

Temporary sign or banner: 

Number  Not permitted in residential 
districts  

1 per establishment  

Area maximum  Not applicable  32 sq. ft.  

Height maximum  Not applicable  12 ft.  

Length of display  Not applicable  Only when the business is open, 
not to exceed 10 hours in a 24 
hour time period No more than 
30 days in total out of a 12-month 
period starting on the date of the 
first permit issuance and 

Conditions  Not applicable  May be either freestanding or 
attached a building, may only be 
displayed on the property 
containing the business, may not 
obstruct sight visibility triangles 
and must be in like new 
condition. Flags or banners are 
only permitted to be square or 
rectangular in shape.  

Permit requirement  Not applicable  None Permit required and can 
only be issued four times per 12-
month period, but total amount of 
days for which the one temporary 
sign is permitted per 
establishment, during this period, 
cannot exceed 30 days in total. 

Political sign (see also supplemental regulations): 

Length of display  60 days prior to election; 7 days 
after  

60 days prior to election; 7 days 
after  

Number (ground or window)  1 per candidate per lot not to 
exceed 6 except in the case of 
multifamily, 1 per candidate per 
building per property site lot 

1 per candidate per building or lot 
Not to exceed six per property 
site  

Area maximum (including sign 6 sq. ft.  32 sq. ft.  
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structure)  

Height maximum above grade  36 in.  6 ft.  

Setback minimum  10 ft. from R of W  10 ft. from R of W  

Real estate signs: 

Area maximum  6 sq. ft. for sign area and 8 
square feet for structure 

24 sq. ft. total for sign structure, 
and sign area shall be contained 
with sign structure 

Height maximum above grade  5 ft.  6 ft.  

Number maximum  1 per street frontage (plus 1 on 
canal or lake frontagegolf course)  

1 per street frontage  

Length of display  Permitted only during the time in 
which the property advertised is 
available for sale, lease, or 
rental, and must be removed 
within ten (10) days after 
execution of an agreement of 
sale, lease, or rental. The sign 
must be in like new condition.  

Permitted only during the time in 
which the property advertised is 
available for sale, lease, or 
rental, and must be removed 
within ten (10) days after 
execution of an agreement of 
sale, lease, or rental. The sign 
must be in like new condition.  

Contractor sign: 

Number maximum  1 per street frontage 1 per street frontage 

Area maximum  6 sq. ft. If freestanding or in R-1, 
R-2, R-1A, R-1B, R-1C, RM-5, or 
RD-10 district, 6 sq. ft. for sign 
area and 8 square feet for 
structure. If integrated with 
screening fencing in RM-16, or 
RM-25 District, it can be same 
size and height as the screening 
fence. 

6 sq. ft. If freestanding, 24 sq. ft. 
total for sign structure, and sign 
area shall be contained with sign 
structure. If integrated with 
screening fencing, it can be 
same size and height as the 
screening fence. 

Length of display  During construction or 
remodeling  

During construction or 
remodeling  

Project sign: 

Number per project  1 per street frontage(1)  1 per street frontage  

Area maximum  8 sq. ft. projects in excess of 10 
units 32 sq. ft.  

32 sq. ft.  

Height maximum   10 ft.  
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Length of display  After site plan approval, & up to 
issuance of certificate of 
occupancy or 18 months, 
whichever is less  

After site plan approval, & up to 
issuance of certificate of 
occupancy or 18 months, 
whichever is less  

(1) May also have one (1) sign off-premises in nonresidential district if sign announces a residential project 
located within the city limits of Oakland Park and sign conforms to nonresidential district project sign 
standards.  

 380 

TABLE 3B 381 

Special Events Signs:  Nonresidential  

Length of display  60 days  

Number per freestanding 
establishment  

10 per calendar year, not to exceed 60 days per calendar year for all 
events.  

Number per establishment within 
a multitenant center  

No more than 10 special events per calendar year shall take place 
within a multitenant center, not to exceed 60 days per calendar year 
for all events at center.  

Number/type of display  Pennants, banners, flags, bunting, merchandise and one cold air 
balloon.  

Location/setback within site  Permitted signage and merchandise display shall be placed within 
the site and shall not be attached, in any fashion to public facilities.  

 Merchandise displays shall be limited to on-site private walkways and 
courtyards and no more than 10% of required parking. Signs and 
merchandise shall not interfere in any fashion with interior circulation 
aisles, fire lanes, load zones and pedestrian circulation.  

Permit requirement  No permit required, the applicant is only required to register each 
event for tracking purposes.  

 382 

Sec. 24-150. Supplemental regulations. 383 

(A) Design. All signs shall conform to Florida Building Code, including but not limited to Chapter 16, 384 
section 1619, relative to wind pressure standards.  385 

(B) Electric signs. In addition, all illuminated signs shall meet the National Electric Code.  386 

(C) Maintenance. 387 

(1) All signs must be kept in good condition, neat appearance and good state of repair.  388 

(2) Weeds shall be kept out within a radius of fifty (50) feet of any sign and no rubbish or 389 
debris shall be permitted so near thereto, that the same shall constitute a fire hazard.  390 
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(D) Landscaping of ground and pole sign. If a new ground sign is not placed in an area of required 391 
landscaping as contained in article X, then a planting bed at least two (2) feet in depth shall 392 
surround the sign. This bed shall contain shrubs and supplemental ground cover, and shall be 393 
shown on the site plan, and meet the relevant requirements of article VIII.  394 

(E) Rear of signs. Where the rear or side of any sign is visible from any street or from any adjoining 395 
residential district, said side of rear shall be finished in such a way as to conceal the structural 396 
member of the sign.  397 

(F) Nuisance. 398 

(1) Illumination: No illuminated signs shall face a residential district in such a way as to be a 399 
nuisance to the residential district at night. Lighting to be designed to prevent light spillage 400 
from face. Sign lighting to be shielded and landscaped.  401 

(2) Signs extending over public right-of-way: No sign of any kind shall be permitted to be 402 
erected upon private property and extend into or above, or be anchored or placed, in any 403 
portion of the right-of-way of a city street or public sidewalk.  404 

(G) Reserved.  Permitted freestanding and wall signs shall: 405 

(1) Advertise only one (1) business establishment per sign except for permitted site 406 
identification/tenant directory signs on multitenant properties.  407 

(2) Shall dedicate no more than thirty (30) percent of any sign face area to product advertising, 408 
service advertising, price advertising, changeable copy or any combination thereof except 409 
that:  410 

(a) Gasoline service stations may dedicate up to seventy-five (75) percent of a permitted sign 411 
face to changeable copy price advertising.  412 

(b) Theaters may dedicate up to seventy-five (75) percent of a permitted sign face to changeable 413 
copy to advertise current presentations.  414 

(H) Freestanding signs on corner sites. 415 

(a) Corner sites having an aggregate frontage of less than six hundred (600) feet shall be 416 
permitted a freestanding sign on the primary frontage having a sign area as determined in 417 
Table 2A. In addition said site may utilize a ground sign as determined in Table 2A, if 418 
permitted, on the secondary frontage or may utilize an additional wall sign facing the 419 
secondary frontage. The size of the additional wall sign shall be as determined in Table 2B.  420 

(b) Corner sites having an aggregate frontage of six hundred (600) feet or more shall be 421 
permitted, as determined in Table 2A, a sign on each frontage.  422 

(I) Reserved.  outside display of merchandise shall be prohibited except under the following conditions: 423 

(1) New and used automobile, boat, motorcycle, trailer and recreation vehicle sales in 424 
appropriate zoning districts  425 

(2) All merchandise display must be located on private property adjacent to and with direct 426 
access from a public roadway or parking lot. Normal and emergency traffic circulation, 427 
required parking and pedestrian circulation shall not be obstructed.  428 

(3) With the exception of vehicle sales all merchandise shall be exhibited or displayed outside 429 
only during hours when the business is open and operating.  430 

(4) No bulk storage of merchandise or material will be permitted, i.e. pallets of construction or 431 
landscaping material, tire racks in excess of one (1), etc.  432 

(5) Merchandise displayed outside must represent a sample of the merchandise regularly 433 
offered for sale inside the establishment. Deep discount and clearance merchandise shall 434 
not be displayed outside except under a special event permit.  435 
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(6) No additional signage shall be permitted with the outdoor display of merchandise.  436 

(7) With the exception of vehicle sales outside display of merchandise permitted pursuant to 437 
this section shall be a privilege authorized through a revocable annual permit the 438 
application for which shall be reviewed by the Community Development Director or his/her 439 
designee.  440 

(a) An annual application shall contain a site plan which shall clearly designate the display area.  441 
(b) Revocation of said permit shall be at the discretion of the development review committee 442 

upon its determination that provisions of this section have been violated.  443 
(c) Permit fee specified in fee schedule.  444 

(J) Political sign procedures. 445 

(1) Bond: As a prerequisite to the posting of political signs, the candidate, or party desiring to 446 
place the sign, shall file with the Code Enforcement Department of the City of Oakland 447 
Park a cash bond in the amount of one hundred dollars ($100.00) to secure the removal of 448 
the political signs within seven (7) days after the election or the immediate removal of any 449 
signs erected which are contrary to any provision of the Code of Ordinances.  450 

(2) Written permission: In the case of vacant land, a nonresidential tract or a residential tract, 451 
lot or parcel, the candidate shall provide a written statement of permission for the erection 452 
of political signs upon any lands not owned by the candidate, said statement to specifically 453 
provide for permission for the city to enter upon the property in order to remove a sign in 454 
the event that removal becomes necessary under the provisions of this article.  455 

(3) Forfeiture: If any political signs posted in compliance with this section remain seven (7) 456 
days after termination of the general or special election, and/or are found to be posted in 457 
noncompliance with any provision of this section, the one hundred dollar ($100.00) cash 458 
bond shall be forfeited to the City of Oakland Park to pay for the cost of removal of said 459 
sign(s) by the city. Should all signs posted pursuant to this section be removed within the 460 
seven-day period, the one hundred dollar ($100.00) cash bond posted with the code 461 
enforcement department shall be returned to the candidate.  462 

(4) Personal responsibility: Each candidate shall personally be responsible for the filing of the 463 
bond required in this section, whether the signs displayed in his behalf are personally 464 
posted by said candidate or someone in said candidate's behalf. In the event a multi-465 
candidate sign is posted, each candidate whose name appears on said sign shall be 466 
required to file for a bond and shall do so prior to the posting of said signs. Each candidate 467 
whose name appears on a multi-candidate sign shall be equally responsible for compliance 468 
to provisions of this section.  469 

(K) Adjustment procedure. The development review committee (DRC) or a subcommittee thereof shall 470 
be authorized to adjust provisions of this article relating to size, height, location and number of 471 
permitted signs when conflicts arise between the provisions of this article and other required 472 
development regulations or public service provisions of the Code of Ordinances.  473 

Sec. 24-151. Administration and enforcement. 474 

(A) Application. Every sign shall require a sign permit to be issued by the community development 475 
department after an application is submitted on forms to be provided by the department. Application 476 
and permit fees are as specified from time to time by the city commission in the sign permit fee 477 
schedule. Submittal as part of the site plan is encouraged.  478 

(B) Minimum plan requirements. The applicant shall show plans and specifications of the sign, method 479 
of construction and attachment to the building or in the ground. These drawings shall be to scale 480 
showing the square foot area and dimensions of the sign structure as well as the sign face, copy to 481 
appear on sign, height of letters, colors, materials, lighting equipment, if any, and the position of the 482 
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proposed sign(s) relative to buildings, property lines, and/or other wall signs, as appropriate, by 483 
survey or drawn plot plan with measurements.  484 

(C) Issuance of sign permit. If the sign or neon lighting, as indicated in the drawings and descriptions, 485 
shall be in accordance with all the provisions of the Florida Building Code, and this article, then a 486 
permit shall be issued for the erection of any such sign or neon lighting upon payment of the 487 
prescribed fee as set forth in the Oakland Park Code of Ordinances provided that:  488 

(1) The sign company has secured a certificate of competency and satisfies the city's 489 
insurance requirements, and  490 

(2) The establishment that is receiving the sign has a valid occupational license.  491 

(D) Improperly installed or dilapidated signs. 492 

(1) Unsafe, insecure or improperly constructed: Upon inspection by the building inspector, if 493 
any sign is found to be unsafe, insecure, or not properly constructed according to the 494 
requirements of this article, the owner, agent, or person having beneficial use of the 495 
building shall be required to make it safe, secure, and of proper construction if defective or 496 
remove such sign if erected contrary to the provisions and requirements of this article. If 497 
notice of need for correction or removal is not complied with within one (1) week, the 498 
building inspector shall direct the code enforcement department to cause such sign to be 499 
removed at the expense of the owner.  500 

(2) Destroyed, dilapidated or dangerous: Any sign at least fifty (50) percent destroyed must be 501 
immediately removed at the owner's expense and a new permit secured before the sign or 502 
advertising display is replaced. If not repaired within a reasonable time, the sign shall 503 
constitute a public nuisance, and shall be removed at the owner's expense. Any sign 504 
deemed dangerous to the general welfare shall be immediately removed by the code 505 
enforcement department at the expense of the owner thereof. The city reserves the right to 506 
remove any sign at the owner's expense which shows neglect or which becomes 507 
dilapidated, or where the premises wherein it is situated are not properly maintained.  508 

(3) Neon and electric violations: Any neon lighting or electric sign installed at any location that 509 
does not conform with the National Electric Code or that violates the ordinances of the city 510 
shall, upon notice by the chief electrical inspector, be discontinued immediately from 511 
service by the owner until made to conform with this article and is subsequently approved 512 
by the electrical and/or building inspectors. Upon failure to so discontinue service until 513 
conformation with this article, the city shall have the power, authority and duty to 514 
discontinue and disconnect the unlawful or nonconforming installation, at the owner's 515 
expense.  516 

(4) Removal of illegal signs: All illegal (as opposed to nonconforming) signs in the city shall be 517 
removed at the expense of the owner, agent or lessee of the real estate on which such 518 
signs are located or at the expense of the owner of such signs. The city reserves the right 519 
to remove any such sign, if the owner thereof fails to comply with this requirement for 520 
removal, forty-eight (48) hours after the owner has been notified by the code enforcement 521 
officer.  522 

(E) Enforcement. 523 

(1) Sign contrary to provisions: No sign shall be permitted to be erected or in the city contrary 524 
to the provisions of this article.  525 

(2) Authorization to remove: The community development director or designee and the chief 526 
code enforcement officer of the city shall enforce the provisions of this article, and further, 527 
the building official and chief code enforcement officer are hereby authorized and directed 528 
to remove all signs which are contrary to the provisions of this article in accordance with 529 
(D) above.  530 



 

 

 
    Created: 2022-03-17 13:39:35 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 47) 

 
Page 21 of 27 

(3) In the event the city cannot locate the owner, then a notice shall be mailed to the last 531 
known address of said owner and a copy of said notice shall be attached to the sign in 532 
violation of this article. If the sign is removed by the city, the city is hereby vested with the 533 
authority to appropriate the materials obtained from such sign and to credit the value 534 
thereof to the owner against the cost of such removal.  535 

(4) If such expense is not paid within thirty (30) days from the date of the notice of such city 536 
expense for removal of said sign, the city shall have the right to impress a lien upon the 537 
real property upon which such sign is located. The city shall have the continuing right to 538 
foreclose such lien, in accordance with general law in a court of competent jurisdiction.  539 
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Sec. 24-152. Nonconforming signs. 540 

(A) Any sign having an original cost in excess of one hundred dollars ($100.00) and is 541 
nonconforming as to permitted sign area or any other reason  542 

(A) Signs, other than pole signs, lawfully in existence on the effective date of this chapter or prior 543 
ordinances, which do not conform with the provisions of this article, and signs which are 544 
accessory to a nonconforming use shall be deemed to be nonconforming signs and may remain 545 
except as qualified below. The burden of establishing nonconforming status of signs and of the 546 
physical characteristics/location of such signs shall be that of the owner of the property. Upon 547 
notice from the zoning administrator, a property owner shall submit verification that sign(s) were 548 
lawfully existing at time of erection. Failure to provide such verification shall be cause for order 549 
to remove sign(s) or bring sign(s) into compliance with the current ordinance.  550 

(B) No nonconforming sign shall be enlarged nor shall any feature of a nonconforming sign, such as 551 
illumination, be increased.  552 

(C) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to prevent keeping in good repair a nonconforming sign 553 
other than a pole sign. Nonconforming signs shall not be extended or structurally reconstructed 554 
or altered in any manner, except a sign face may be changed so long as the new face is equal 555 
to or reduced in height and/or sign area.  556 

(D) No nonconforming sign shall be moved for any distance on the same lot or to any other lot 557 
unless such change in location will make the sign conform in all respects to the provisions of this 558 
article.  559 

(E) A nonconforming sign that is destroyed or damaged by any casualty to an extent not exceeding 560 
50 percent of its area may be restored within two months after such destruction or damage but 561 
shall not be enlarged in any manner. If such sign is so destroyed or damaged to an extent 562 
exceeding 50 percent or not restored within two months of damage, it shall not be reconstructed 563 
but may be replaced with a sign that is in full accordance with the provisions of this article.  564 

(F) A nonconforming sign which is changed to becoming conforming or is replaced by a conforming 565 
sign shall no longer be deemed nonconforming, and thereafter such sign shall be in accordance 566 
with the provisions of this article.  567 

(G) Pole signs are prohibited. Pole signs in existence as of _____ are considered non-conforming 568 
and subject to the below-stated removal requirements. Any pole sign shall be completely 569 
removed from its location and can only be replaced with a conforming sign. Any of the following 570 
events determine when the pole sign shall be removed: 571 

           (1)    The business using the sign ceases to operate for six or more months. 572 

           (2)    There is damage by any means to the sign face or the sign structure, even through 573 
the deliberate act of removing copy, text, or imagery.    574 

           (3)     Seven (7) years from the from [DATE OF ADOPTION].  575 

 576 

 577 

 578 
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which would necessitate the complete removal and/or total replacement of the sign, must be 579 
removed at the earliest of the following:  580 

(1) The business use corresponding with the nonconforming sign(s) simultaneously changes 581 
ownership and business name.  582 

(2) Change in business use as defined in section 24-80(A)(5).  583 

(3) The damage and/or destruction of an existing nonconforming sign beyond fifty (50) percent 584 
of the current replacement value excluding foundations/footings.  585 

(4) Any sign, having an original cost in excess of one hundred dollars ($100.00) and which is 586 
nonconforming at to permitted sign area or any other reason which would necessitate the 587 
complete removal and/or total replacement of the sign, may be maintained for the longer of 588 
the following two (2) periods:  589 

(a) Until August 20, 1994;  590 
(b) A period of from three (3) to seven (7) years from the installation date or most recent 591 

renovation date which preceded the effective date of this Code; provided, however, that, if the 592 
date of the most recent renovation is chosen as the starting date for the period of 593 
amortization, then such period of amortization shall be calculated according to the cost of the 594 
renovation and not according to the original cost of the sign. The term of years to be 595 
determined by the cost of the sign or of such renovation, including installation cost, shall be 596 
as follows:  597 

Sign Cost or Renovation Cost  Permitted Years from Installation or Renovation 
Date  

$101—$1,000  3  

$1,001—$3,000  4  

$3,001—$10,000  5  

Over $10,000  7  

 598 

Providing, however, that one (1) nonconforming sign per establishment may be 599 
maintained by property owner until the business use corresponding with the 600 
nonconforming sign changes or ownership of said business changes.  601 

(B) Any owner of a sign who desires to rely upon an amortization period longer than three (3) years 602 
shall file with the building official, by August 20, 1993, an application which must show valid proof of 603 
the sign's initial cost and date (or most recent renovation) and a written agreement to remove or 604 
bring into conformance such nonconforming sign at or prior to the expiration of the amortization 605 
period applicable to that sign.  606 

(C) All previously permitted nonconforming multitenant signs permitted to remain pursuant to section (A) 607 
above may be utilized by new and existing tenants provided that there is no increase in existing 608 
nonconformities.  609 
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(D) Existing nonconforming signs shall be counted towards the maximum number of permitted signs (by 610 
type and location) until such time as they are removed pursuant to this article.  611 

(E) Off-premises commercial signs facing I-95 (the Federal primary system) shall be exempt from this 612 
section due to Federal regulations.  613 

(F) Approval of a new occupational license or the transfer of an existing license shall be conditioned on, 614 
in addition to other regulations, the repair and/or maintenance of the appearance of those signs 615 
permitted to remain and be utilized. Repair and maintenance shall include but not limited to the 616 
following:  617 

(1) Structural and/or electrical repairs of said signs not to exceed fifty (50) percent of the 618 
current replacement value of said sign exclusive of foundation/footings.  619 

(2) Repainting of sign structure if necessary.  620 

(3) Cleaning and/or repainting of existing sign faces.  621 

(4) Cleaning of immediate area surrounding the sign of litter, trash, debris, weeds and 622 
overgrowth.  623 

Charter reference(s)—Authority to impose above penalty, Art. I, § 14(kk).  624 

Sec. 24-153. Billboards. 625 

(A) Following the submittal and review of a sign permit by the zoning division, billboards may be 626 
permitted as a special exception at site specific locations along I-95 after consideration by the city 627 
commission at a regularly scheduled public meeting.  628 

(B) The following procedure shall be used to apply for and make a determination under a special 629 
exception application:  630 

(1) The application shall be in a form as provided by the community development department 631 
and submitted with a special exception application fee as required by the community 632 
development department's fee schedule, as amended from time to time.  633 

(2) The special exception shall be heard by the city commission at a public hearing as a quasi-634 
judicial matter.  635 

(3) In reviewing the application for special exception, the city commission shall review for 636 
compliance with the criteria set forth in this section. In addition, the city commission may 637 
impose conditions upon the property granted the special exception in order to mitigate the 638 
impacts upon the public health, safety, comfort, order, appearance, convenience, and 639 
general welfare.  640 

(C) Revocable license agreement.  641 

(1) Upon the granting of a special exception by the city commission, a revocable license 642 
agreement will be entered into by the property owner and the city. The term of this 643 
agreement shall be for a twenty-year period with an option to renew for a similar period of 644 
time upon the terms and conditions set forth herein.  645 

(2) It is agreed that for each billboard installed, a payment in an amount established by 646 
resolution adopted by the city commission, to a city commission designated charity.  647 
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(3) If at any time during the duration of the license for the special exception, the billboard is 648 
determined not to comply with the requirements of this section, the city shall give written 649 
notice of the non-compliance, and allow sixty (60) days in which the property owner shall 650 
bring the billboard into compliance.  651 

(4) A fee established by resolution adopted by the city commission shall be paid each year to 652 
the city to cover expenses associated with enforcement of this section.  653 

(D) Location of billboards.  654 

(1) No billboard is permitted on a parcel of land located:  655 

(a) Within one thousand five hundred (1,500) feet of any other permitted billboard facing I-95 on 656 
the same side of the highway;  657 

(b) Within five hundred (500) feet of a public school or residentially zoned district.  658 

(2) For purposes of this section, distance shall be by airline measurement from the location of 659 
the base of the billboard pole to the closest property line of the public school site or 660 
residentially zoned district.  661 

(3) Where a billboard is located in conformity with the provisions of this chapter, the 662 
subsequent locating of a school within five hundred (500) feet of such existing billboard 663 
shall not be construed to cause the billboard to be in violation of this chapter.  664 

(E) Size and design of billboards.  665 

(1) The top of any billboard shall not be higher than forty-five (45) feet above the crown of the 666 
road along the property frontage which the sign serves.  667 

(2) No billboard shall exceed fifty (50) feet in overall length and six hundred seventy-two (672) 668 
square feet per side.  669 

(3) A maximum of two (2) sign faces may be erected on one (1) sign structure. The sign 670 
structural elements exposed at the open "V" shaped sign shall be screened from view in a 671 
manner acceptable to the city commission. The area of such signs at a single location shall 672 
not exceed six hundred seventy-two (672) square feet per side.  673 

(4) Billboards shall be illuminated only by means of shielded spotlights. The use of strip 674 
lighting is prohibited. On each double-faced billboard, computer digital lighted animation is 675 
prohibited. The use of Trivision panels or single-faced only will be allowed.  676 

(5) The name of the owner of the billboard shall be attached to each sign structure and shall 677 
be legible from the nearest right-of-way.  678 

(6) Billboards shall be designed to allow for collocation of telecommunications antennas in 679 
accordance with Article XIX of this chapter.  680 

 681 

PASSED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF OAKLAND PARK, FLORIDA, ON FIRST 682 
READING, THIS           , DAY OF                            , 2022. 683 

            684 

       685 

     A. GORDON   _____ 686 
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     M. ROSENWALD  _____ 687 

     M. SPARKS   _____ 688 

     M. CARN   _____ 689 

     J. BOLIN   _____ 690 

 691 

 692 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF OAKLAND PARK, 693 
FLORIDA, ON SECOND READING, THIS     , DAY OF                         , 2022. 694 

                                                                                          695 

                                       CITY OF OAKLAND PARK, FLORIDA 696 

 697 

                                                         698 

 699 

                                                             ___________________________________ 700 

                                                             MAYOR MICHAEL CARN  701 

                                                               702 

                                                            A. GORDON   _____ 703 

     M. ROSENWALD  _____ 704 

     M. SPARKS   _____ 705 

     M. CARN   _____ 706 

     J. BOLIN   _____ 707 

 708 

ATTEST:       709 

 710 

 711 

 712 

____________________________________ 713 

RENEE M. SHROUT, CMC, CITY CLERK 714 

 715 

LEGAL NOTE:  716 

I hereby certify that I have approved the form of this Ordinance (O-2021-XXX):  717 

 718 
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 719 

___________________________________                                                          720 

DONALD J. DOODY, CITY ATTORNEY 721 

 722 
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